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• WE WILL WORK TO PROTECT ANIMALS, SAYS TRUST 


Riders write to Queen 
to save their stables 


HUNDREDS of horse-riders who use 
Kensington and Chelsea’s only open-for-all 
riding school are devastated that The West¬ 
way Trust is forcing them to close next 
month - and consequently 12 of the horses 
may have to be shot. 

After 26 years of providing all levels of riding to 
every section of the community The West London Sta¬ 
bles has been told by their landlords, The Westway 
Trust, that their current lease will not be renewed on 
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EXCLUSIVE 


By Geoff Baker 


July 31st. Now local riders have written to The Queen 
to ask for her support in opposing the controversial 
closure and members of one of Britain’s greatest 
showjumping dynasties are offering to help the fight 
to keep the stables open. 

Sarah Tuvey, who runs the stables, confirmed fears 
that at least a dozen of the 20 horses may have to be 
put down if new homes cannot be found for them. 


“I think 12 of the horses may have to be shot if we 
can’t find them homes, because they are old horses 
who are quite high-maintenance,” she said. 

In rent arrears since 1995 
The Trust argues that it has bent over backwards to 
accommodate the stables who they claim have been 
frequently in rent arrears since 1995. 

The trust says it is willing to have talks to work out 
a way to protect the horses. “We have offered to meet 
to discuss how the welfare of the horses is protected 
during the transition and offered to provide support to 
help them with the transition,” said Angela Mc- 
Conville, chief executive of the trust. 

But feelings in the community are running high 
about the coming closure. 



■ PROTESTERS UNITE: Dissatisfied residents of the Royal Borough gathered outside of Opera Hol¬ 
land on the opening of their 2015 season to protest over a number of issues, including the closing 
the the Westway Stables. Police were on hand to ensure there was non trouble. 


“Everybody connected to the stables is terribly upset 
that a charity which is supposed to serve the best in¬ 
terests of the community will shut the stables which 
are so popular”, said one of the riders. 

“The children who use the stables are devastated and 
they are going to be traumatised when they leam that 
some of the horses may have to be put down if we 
can’t find homes for them.” 

The popular riding school has been run on the site 
by manager Sarah Tuvey since 1989 - after she saved 
the area from being the notorious hang-out of drug ad¬ 
dicts and the homeless. 

“The stables were built for the totters to keep their 

■ TURN TO PAGE 3 
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NEW FIGURES SHOW IT'S SAFER THAN EVER TO GET ON YOUR BIKE 


Capital embraces cycling revolution 


M ORE people are cycling in 
London than at any time since 
records began, new Transport 
for London figures show. 

2014 was also the safest year on record for Lon¬ 
don cyclists. Cycling on the TfL main roads rose 
by 11 per cent last year and has increased by 59 
per cent since the Mayor took office in 2008. 

The total number of cycle journeys on all roads 
in London rose to around 610,000 a day - almost 
223 million a year. This is a rise of five per cent in 
a year and almost 25 per cent since 2008. 

The number of cyclists killed and seriously in¬ 
jured on the capital’s roads fell to 432 last year - a 
drop of 12 per cent on 2013, which was itself 27 
per cent down on the year before. 

One journey in every 513,000 now ends in death 
or serious injury - the lowest rate ever recorded, 
beating the previous low of 2006 when it was one 
journey in every 434,000. 

TfL surveys from 2014, also published today, 
showed that 72 per cent of those who cycle in Lon¬ 
don do so at least once a week - up from two- 
thirds in 2013. 



Capital News & Media Limited 
The London Weekly News Group 


Westminster & Pimlico News 

(Established 1857) 

Kensington & 

Chelsea News 

(Established 1857 & 1869) 

Fulham Chronicle 

(Established 1888) 

London Weekly News 

(Established 2014) 


CHAIRMAN 

Sir RayTindle 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Wendy Craig 


JOINT MANAGING DIRECTORS 

Karen Sheppard 

0208 768 4903 

Philip Evans (Editor) 

07796 951991 

Editorial Email: 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

News Editor Geoff Baker 
Reporter Jack Dixon 
Sport - Tony MacDonald 

Advertising 


07864 992274 
07973 565078 
07711 169427 


Trades/ 
Services 
Recruitment: 
Motors 
Property 
Leisure/Ents 


0208 768 4920/22 
0208 768 4923/24 
0208 768 4925/31 
0208 768 4925/31 
0208 768 4921 
Retail Advertising Display Manager 
Garry Cole 0208 768 4926 

Classified and Customer Service 
Manager 

Candy Brown 0208 768 4919 

Distribution 

Hayley Bright 020 8768 4916 




Cyclists also said 
they felt safe when cy¬ 
cling in traffic, with 91 
per cent of regular cy¬ 
clists and 88 per cent 
of occasional cyclists 
feeling safe, up from 
89 per cent and 75 per 
cent respectively in 
2013. 

The increased pro¬ 
portion of occasional 
cyclists who feel safe 
is up from 75 per cent 
last year but regular 
cyclists who feel safe 
is 91 per cent up from 
89 per cent last year. 

The Mayor of Lon¬ 
don, Boris Johnson, 
said: “These figures 
are tremendously en¬ 
couraging and will, I hope, give even more people 
the confidence to get on their bikes. 

“Operation Safeway, which we made a perma¬ 


nent feature last year, has already helped improve 
driver and cyclist behaviour. But we need to do 
more. 

“My new Safer Lorry Scheme, coming in less 
than three months, will ban all lorries not fitted 
with safety equipment from London. My new 
segregated cycle superhighways, better junctions 
and Quietway back-street cycle routes will fur¬ 
ther protect cyclists. 

“The population explosion in London cycling 
shows why we need all this and why we need to 
go still further.” 

Cycling deaths and serious injuries (which are 
known as “KSIs” - the standard measurement) 
per journey have fallen by just under 80 per cent 
since 1989, the peak year, when 33 cyclists were 
killed and 752 seriously injured on London’s 
roads. 

Around 90 million cycling journeys were 
made in the capital that year. The KSI rate was 
one in every 115,000 journeys. 

The £913 million investment programme an¬ 
nounced in the Mayor’s 2013 Vision for Cycling 
is now in delivery, with four segregated super¬ 
highways currently being built and a number of 


major junctions also under reconstruction. 

Building work is also under way on the Quiet¬ 
way network of back-street cycle routes. The first 
Quietway s, the first sections of segregated super¬ 
highway and the first rebuilt junctions will open 
this year. 

Leon Daniels, director of surface transport at 
TfL, said: “The increase in people cycling on the 
TfL Road Network, as well as the new insights 
into why people are cycling in London, is proof 
that the huge investment we are making in Lon¬ 
don is helping to encourage more people to take 
to two wheels. 

“With new cycle routes, better cycle parking 
and easier access to Santander Cycles all taking 
place in 2015, we are confident that the next 12 
months will see cycling levels rise even higher 
and help London maintain its place as a world- 
class cycling city.” 

■ The Mayor published his Vision for Cycling 
in March 2013, outlining plans to spend £913m 
on cycling improvements over the next 10 years, 
with a gross budget of £107m in the 12 months 
2014/15. 
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Marsden doctor leads cancer cure 



■ SPECTACULAR WORK: Dr James Larkin, med¬ 
ical oncologist at the Royal Marsden 


■ FROM PAGE ONE 

horses but after the rag and bone men moved out the 
stables were just left and drug dealers and rough 
sleepers moved in,” said one of the stables’ support¬ 
ers. 

“When Sarah took over the lease - and nobody else 
wanted it - it was left to her to move people on and 
clear the site, which was no easy task. 

“There have been many hundreds, if not thousands, 
of riders here over the last three decades, both chil¬ 
dren and adults of all ages. 

“Some come as individuals, some are groups. Rid¬ 
ers vary from little ones who come for pony rides 
from about three-years-old to adult riders, we cur¬ 
rently have two ladies in their seventies who ride reg¬ 
ularly. 

“We have run group sessions with various organi¬ 
sations and primary and secondary schools, youth 
groups, young offenders, homeless charities, church 
groups, disabled adults and young people, young car¬ 
ers, ASD individuals and groups. It is heart-breaking 
that the Westway Trust is set to ruin the fun and sport 
of so many people.” 

If the riding school is forced to shut down riders 
and horse-lovers will have nowhere else to go that is 
as cheap or as easy to get to. 

“Riding lessons here start at £20 for children and 
£35 for adults, although Sarah often uses her discre¬ 
tion as there’s different prices for groups and some 
riding is subsidised,” said the stables’ supporter. 

“The closest other riding school is a RDA centre at 
Wormwood Scrubs, but it has a very long waiting list 
and because it is a charity it has certain criteria which 
clients have to meet, so is not easily accessible. 

“Otherwise our riders will have to go to Hyde Park 
where the prices start at £85 and is therefore beyond 
what many of our riders can afford. So if the West 
London Stables close, the very great shame will be 
that a lot of locals who benefit so much from riding 
will have to give up.” 

The Westway Tmst says it is working to find ways 
to help some of the riders find alternative stables in 
the area. 

“We have initiated discussions with other local rid¬ 
ing facilities, including Wormwood Scrubs Pony 
Centre, to apply for grant funding to support disabled 
riding into the future,” said the Trust. 

Brenda Mylchreest, one of the volunteer helpers at 
the riding school, said: “The overall benefit for so 
many riders is immense. Many of the young people 
who visit the stables never get to experience being 
close to large animals - one little boy thought they 
were unicorns. 

“They don’t otherwise experience the smells and 
the touch in any other place in their world. They leam 
respect for the animals, what they need, what they 
like and they gain so much. It will be a huge loss to 
this community if this unique place closes - it’s a 
shame The Westway Trust can’t see that.” 

She added: “We have had messages of support from 
all over the equine community. Robert and Kate 
Whitaker, the famously-respected British show 
jumpers, have been in touch to see if they can help. 


ROYA1 Marsden Hospital consultant Dr 
James Larkin has been hailed as a local hero 
for leading “spectacular” work which has 
been praised around the world as a step to¬ 
wards a cure for cancer. 

Dr Larkin’s work in developing a groundbreaking 
class of drugs which help the immune system attack 
tumours made front page news worldwide last week 
after trials resulted in tumours shrinking or disappear¬ 
ing completely in half of inoperable cancer patients. 

A series of studies has shown that the drugs, which 
use the body’s defences to combat the disease, were 
effective against some of the most deadly tumours, in¬ 
cluding those of the lung, bowel, liver and head. 

Experts in Chicago at the world’s largest cancer con¬ 
ference said that the method was likely to become a 
once-in-a-generation advance, to rank with 
chemotherapy and surgery as “one of the pillars of on¬ 
cology”. 

Peter Johnson, chief clinician at Cancer Research 
UK, said: “The evidence emerging from clinical trials 
suggests that we are at the beginning of a whole new 
era for cancer patients”. 

Dr Larkin, who led the trial of 945 patients, said he 
was “excited, pleased and optimistic because we have 
got a response rate of more than 50 per cent, which 
has never been seen before”. 


“But it’s not just the horse community that is upset 
and who recognise that the stables is such a valuable 
and unique resource - it’s the wider community too. 
They are outraged, especially as Sarah received a 
mayoral award a few years ago in honour of her serv¬ 
ices to the community. 

“In some ways riding is the least important aspect. 
It’s the other things that people gain, horses are very 
intuitive, they bring a calmness 

“The stables is a bit of a hub - it’s very open and 
accessible. People who would probably never get the 
opportunity, or have the inclination, to get involved 
with horses go there. They enjoy the camaraderie, the 
learning to care for the horses, it’s like a little oasis 
in the madness of the city. 

“Some people want to come and just ride - others 
want to come and spend more time with the horses, 
learn about the horse care or just be around them. We 
have pony days during school holidays or for groups, 
for instance we ran a couple for Brent Young Carers 
last summer, where they can come and groom, feed 
and learn a bit about the basic care. 

“Some groups come on a more regular basis, we 
have had groups of young, disengaged adolescents 
who although reluctant at first, become so engaged 
with the horses that they went on to become regular 
volunteers. 

Life changing 

“One of our regular volunteers is a young man with 
ASD. He is really upset as volunteering at the stables 
has changed his life; he has gained confidence and 
made friends. He has written to The Queen asking 
for her support, as he is so worried. So, yes, everyone 
is very upset about this.” 

It costs around £6,500 a month to run the stables 
and meet feed costs and vet bills. The riding school 
was approached by an investor who wanted to help 
but supporters say he was put off by The Westway 
Trust’s attitude. 

“We did have a major investor who was very keen 
to invest both financially and with business expertise 
and management but unfortunately The Westway 
Trust refused to give him the three months he asked 
for in order to carry out his assessment. It became 
clear that they were not willing to negotiate,” said 
Brenda Mylchreest. 

“We were hoping to raise funds to redevelop the 
riding arena and also to open a small heritage centre. 
There has been such a long equine tradition in this 
area, the Kensington race track, grazing lands and 
then with the rag and bone men. 

“We hoped to gather together an archive of pic¬ 
tures, equipment and artefacts so that schools and 
groups could come and learn about the role that 
horses have played in local history. But obviously fu¬ 
ture development and fund raising is really depend¬ 
ent on a longer lease. 

“Our current lease runs out on 31 st July and so it is 
up to our landlords the Westway Trust as to whether 
they will extend or renew our lease. Alternative 
premises are almost impossible to find in this area of 
London. 

“Meanwhile, we are still open and carrying on with 


By Geoff Baker 

The Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, Councillor Robert Freeman, praised Dr 
Larkin for his pioneering work. 

He said: “Both as the Mayor of Kensington and 
Chelsea, that is the home of The Royal Marsden, and 
as a Governor of the Trust, I should like to congratu¬ 
late Dr James Larkin on his groundbreaking work on 
the treatment of melanoma. 

“The replacement of chemotherapy by immunother¬ 
apy is a very exciting prospect. The results so far have 
been spectacular particularly in the case of advanced 
melanoma where previously the prognosis has been 
poor. 

“Every two minutes someone in the UK is diag¬ 
nosed with cancer, which is why I have chosen re¬ 
search into the personalised treatment of lung cancer, 
the second most common cancer in the UK, as my 
charity this year. 

“Combining research at The Royal Marsden, the 
Royal Brompton, The Institute of Cancer Research 
and Imperial College London, we are confident that 
this research will enable real progress to be made in 
the treatment of lung cancer.” 

Dr James Larkin is a Medical Oncologist specialis¬ 
ing in the treatment of patients with cancer of the kid¬ 
ney and cancers of the skin, including melanoma. 


business as usual and we appreciate all of the huge 
wave of support that we are getting from the com¬ 
munity. Nobody local wants the riding school to 
close and we are praying that good sense and true 
community concern will prevail.” 

However, The Westway Trust argues that the story 
is completely different from the stables’ case and that 
they have a larger community to consider besides 
horse riders.. 

In a statement answering the allegations made by 
the stables, trust chief executive Angela McConville 
said: “Since 1995, Westway Stables Ltd have persist¬ 
ently been in breach of its tenancy agreement. It has 
had continual rent arrears for a number of years and 
failed to maintain the stables to a reasonable stan¬ 
dard. We were very open with them and made it clear 
that for us to consider renewing the tenancy, West¬ 
way Stables Ltd needed to show that they had a fi¬ 
nancially sound business, with a robust management 
structure and significant financial investment. 

“They had an 18 month period in which they could 
have renewed the lease. They did not. And when we 
met, it was mutually agreed that the status quo could 
not continue. 

“At the meeting in February, we agreed to grant a 
lease extension until the end of July to enable them 
to best manage their safe transition off the site. We 
have offered to meet to discuss how the welfare of 
the horses is protected during the transition and of¬ 
fered to provide support to help them with the tran¬ 
sition. 

“We also initiated discussions with other local rid¬ 
ing facilities, including Wormwood Scrubs Pony 
Centre, to apply for grant funding to support disabled 
riding into the future. 

“While Westway Stables Ltd has reached out to 
horse lovers around the country, our remit is to serve 
the interests and requirements of the community. 

“Therefore, we commissioned an independent sport 
review, which is currently surveying local people, in¬ 
cluding riders, sports centre users, community 
groups, our member organisations and local schools. 
The purpose of the review is to objectively help us 
understand the demand for, and benefits of, horse rid¬ 
ing and other sports on that site. 

“It will answer fundamental questions such as, is 
there a significant demand for horse riding from local 
people or are there other sports which might better 
serve the local population? The review will also out¬ 
line the financial resources required of all the possi¬ 
ble options to make a success of the site. 

“We have to try to balance the often competing 
needs and desires of different sections of the com¬ 
munity with the land and resources that are available. 
We have certainly not ruled out equestrianism at 
Westway, either in its current location or elsewhere. 

“The consultation phase of the review closed on 
June 8th. The independent panel will then assess the 
responses; provide a financial viability report against 
the various options and provide the Westway Trust 
Board with recommendations. The Board has con¬ 
firmed it will make the report and its decisions pub¬ 
lic, at the earliest opportunity.” 


Dr Larkin took a first in Natural Sciences from Cam¬ 
bridge University and undertook clinical training at 
Oxford University, qualifying in 1996. He underwent 
general medical training in London and in 2001 won 
a Medical Research Council Fellowship for a Clini¬ 
cian, carrying out laboratory research at The Institute 
of Cancer Research which led to the award of a PhD. 

He completed specialist training at The Royal Mars¬ 
den and was appointed a Consultant in 2008. His re¬ 
search interests include the individualisation of 
patient treatment in renal cancer and melanoma, and 
the use of novel targeted therapies and immunothera¬ 
pies to treat these diseases. 

He is UK Chief Investigator for a number of clinical 
trials in melanoma and kidney cancer and has been 
awarded research grants from bodies including Can¬ 
cer Research UK, The Wellcome Trust and the Euro¬ 
pean Framework Programme 7. 

Dr Larkin is a member of the NCRI Melanoma 
Clinical Studies Group and Chair of both the NCRI 
Renal Cancer Clinical Studies Group and The Royal 
Marsden/ICR Committee for Clinical Research. 

Basement firm 
fined for too 
many ad boards 

A BASEMENT construction company 
pleaded guilty Hammersmith Magistrates’ 
Court to 11 charges of the display of unau¬ 
thorised advertising boards and shrouds at 
two properties in Scarsdale Villas, W8. 

Large adverts for London Basement Ltd were dis¬ 
played at 72 and 44 Scarsdale Villas in Kensington, 
where the company was carrying out basement exten¬ 
sions for the homeowners. 

There were 22 adverts on 72 Scarsdale Villas with 
an aggregate size of 42 square metres and five adverts 
on 44 Scarsdale Villas with an aggregate size of six 
square metres. 

It is a criminal offence for a developer to display 
more than one advert on a building site in a conserva¬ 
tion area unless it first receives consent from the local 
council. Furthermore, the advert can be no greater than 
two metres square in area. 

The company was warned in May 2014, by the 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea’s Planning 
Enforcement Team, to remove all unauthorised adverts 
from within the borough or face prosecution. The 
company did so but was witnessed displaying unau¬ 
thorised advertisements on dates between September 
2014 and March 2015. 

The court heard how the company had no previous 
convictions and had taken steps to ensure advertise¬ 
ments on other sites it was working on complied with 
all regulations. Magistrates gave the company credit 
for its early guilty plea before fining it £12,334 for the 
offences, imposed costs of £2,980 and ordered the de¬ 
veloper to pay a victim surcharge of £120. 

Councillor Timothy Coleridge, the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea’s Cabinet Member for 
Planning Policy, said: “We will not allow developers 
to advertise themselves illegally in our residential 
areas.” 

Fairer fee for tables 
and chairs outside 

THE cost of a licence to place tables and chairs on a 
pavement in the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea changed in April after the Council opted to 
move away from a flat fee. 

The new arrangements mean the cost of a licence 
will now depend on how many tables and chairs the 
business owner wants to place on the pavement and 
whether the tables and chairs will be placed out in the 
evening. 

The ability for the Council to move away from a flat 
rate fee was obtained after it persuaded Parliament to 
amend the regulations governing highways licences. 
Previously it cost £875 for a licence. Now the licence 
will cost £485 with an additional charge of £18 per 
chair. 

Councillor Tim Coleridge, Cabinet Member for 
Planning Policy and Transport, said: “Many people 
enjoy the al fresco drinking and dining on offer in the 
borough. 

“This move away from one flat fee will be good 
news for those businesses that perhaps only have room 
to place on or two tables outside.” 


Stables take their plight to the Queen 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA 


Improving local life in the Royal Borough 


THE third City Living, Local Life (CLLL) 
annual report sets out what sort of projects 
have been supported in 2014-15. The report 
includes a snapshot of activity across all 
wards in the borough. 

It lists some key achievements for the initiative in¬ 
cluding 59 projects benefiting young people, 15 local 
history projects, 29 pop-up events being organised by 
CLLL across the borough and approximately 3,500 
residents taking part in CLLL supported activities. It 
also contains detailed case studies to show the differ¬ 
ence CLLL is making across neighbourhoods, and 
what the future has in store. 

This year £197,000 has been allocated to setting up 
and supporting 112 local projects; including film clubs 
for older residents, workshops on healthy eating for 
schoolchildren and employment training. 

Since it was launched in October 2011 by the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea CLLL has 
brought councillors and residents together to develop 


By LWN reporter 

projects and activities in the community. 

Residents and local groups have got involved in 
projects designed to strengthen community ties and 
improve life in the borough, which address and meet 
different local priorities. These have included life 
coaching lessons, activities for isolated older people, 
community events and kitchen gardens. 

Bringing perople together 

Each ward in the borough has funds of up to £20,000 
(£14,000 for wards with two councillors) to support 
local projects, improve neighbourhoods and bring 
people together. 

Councillor Gerard Hargreaves, Cabinet Member for 
Voluntary Organisations and Resident Engagement, 
said: “I am very pleased that the third City Living, 
Local Life Annual Report showcases some really ex¬ 
citing local initiatives. These are the result of close re¬ 
lationships between residents and their councillors and 
shows what can be achieved when people work to- 


Free football coaching sessions for girls 


GIRLS who want to develop their football 
skills can do so on Saturday mornings in Hol¬ 
land Park thanks to coaching sessions led by 
qualified Queens Park Rangers coaches. 

The free sessions, which are part-funded by 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea, are open to all young women aged 
from 14 to 20 years. You don’t have to be a 
footballer to join the scheme you just need to 
be enthusiastic and ready to have a go. 

The training programme, which is part of 
‘get into football’ scheme, runs from 11.30am 
to 12.30pm and takes place on the playing 
field in Holland Park, near the Illchester 


Road entrance. For more information contact 
QPR Community Trust organiser Charlotte 
Edward at charlottle.edwards@qpr.co.uk 
♦ Dance away the calories and get fit with the 
help of new low-cost Zumba classes which are 
being run at Chelsea Theatre, King’s Road, 
on a Thursdays from 2pm to 3pm 
The sessions, which are organised by the 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 
cost only £1.50. 

Everyone is welcome from complete begin¬ 
ners to people with experience of Zumba 
classes. The only requirement is to wear loose 
comfortable clothing and trainers. 

For more information call 020 7938 8179 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 

Get the compensation you deserve! 


S No win no fee 
S Potential for legal aid 
S Free initial assessment 
S Leading law firm for social housing disputes 


r 


Alex from South London 

received 


£10,500 

i in compensation j 



"They were excellent in 
every respect. I can't think 
of anything that they could 
have done better" 


✓ 

1 



Call us free on 0800 437 0322 

We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 

180 North Gower Street, London, NW1 2NB 

www.hja.net 
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gether for the good of their community.” 

Volunteering has been key to the success of City Liv¬ 
ing, Local Life this year, and in this week, National 
Volunteer week, residents are especially encouraged 
to read up on the many ways they can volunteer as part 


of the initiative, whether as part of a resident’s associ¬ 
ation, mnning a community fun day or offering their 
skills to teach older people new skills. Residents can 
also get also get involved by: 

• becoming a community champion by supporting 
activity in your area 

• writing and contributing local information and sto¬ 
ries as a community reporter 

• taking part in ward conversations generating new 
ideas 

• submitting your own ideas for projects 

City Living, Local Life will continue to strengthen 
with an active community behind it and encourages 
anyone who is interested to read the annual report 
www.rbkc.gov.uk/clllreports or for more information 
about the initiative, visit www.citylivinglocallife.org 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Resident satisfaction 
reaches all-time high 


I ’VE been a councillor since 
1986 and been in the hot seat 
as Leader for two years. In this 
time I’ve been responsible for over¬ 
seeing many of the services we pro¬ 
vide to residents, businesses and 
visitors. 

It never ceases to amaze me what gets 
done each and every day. 

From bins being collected to children 
being cared for, council staff and contrac¬ 
tors are out there round- 
the-clock making sure 
that the borough runs 
smoothly. 

Of course there are 
times when things don’t 
go as well as I would like 
and when this happens 
it’s very important that 
we listen and improve. 

Thankfully, however, 
we seem to get things 
right more often than not 
and this was borne out by 
the results of an impor¬ 
tant independent survey 
that shows our resident 
satisfaction at an all time high. 

Essentially the survey asks a large sam¬ 
ple of residents how they think we’re doing. 

It sets out to record just what people who 
live in the Royal Borough think about the 
services they receive, their local environ¬ 
ment and a range of other important issues 
such as crime, jobs and council tax and 
compares this to the results from the An¬ 
nual Survey of Londoners. 

This year, 86 per cent of Kensington and 
Chelsea residents said they were satisfied 
with the way the council was run, which is 
the highest satisfaction rating it has ever 


The fact that we 
seem to be getting it 
right despite the 
enormous 

financial challenges we 
have faced, is very 
pleasing. It reflects well 
on all our hard working 
staff who deliver 
consistently good 
services to our 
residents 


received since the survey began in 2007 
and compares to just 70 per cent across 
London as a whole. 

An even higher 95 per cent thought the 
borough was a good place to live. 

Value for money 

The council continues to perform well 
compared with London as a whole and our 
residents are more satisfied with services 
such as street cleaning, street lighting, 
policing and repair of roads and pave¬ 
ments. 

Residents are also more positive about 
the council doing a good 
job, being efficient and 
well run and providing 
value for money than 
other Londoners. 

Residents think we 
have staff who are 
friendly and polite, and 
I’m with them there. 

They also think that 
we involve them in deci¬ 
sion-making. 

Not all is rosy though - 
residents are worried 
about the lack of afford¬ 
able housing and traffic 
congestion - and I share 

their concerns. 

For me, the fact that we seem to be get¬ 
ting it right despite the enormous financial 
challenges we have faced, is very pleasing. 
It reflects well on all our hard working staff 
who deliver consistently good services to 
our residents. 

While such complimentary figures do pro¬ 
vide a warm glow I know we must continue 
to work very hard indeed to make sure 
these high standards are maintained. 

And we must also look carefully at those 
areas where residents say they are not 
happy and see where we can improve. 


KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


• CAMPAIGNERS CALLING FOR PUBLIC INQUIRY 


A bridge too far for the 
angry residents of Pimlico 


HORRIFIED and furious Pimlico residents 
are calling for a full public inquiry into the 
£40 million Battersea-to-Pimlico Bridge 
project which they fear will ruin their neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Residents are demanding that the project is halted for 
a public inquiry into the funding of the bridge project 
and consultation on whether anyone living in Westmin¬ 
ster and Pimlico actually wants the proposed pedestrian 
and cycling link. 

Virginia Forbes, co-chairman of the Pimlico Grid Res¬ 
idents’ Association said: “To my knowledge there has 
been no public consultation in Westminster of the de¬ 
sirability of a bridge itself, only for the design and 
placement and we are now calling for a full public in¬ 
quiry. 

“It has become evident that regardless of Westminster 
Council’s stated opposition to this bridge and residents’ 
horror, the chosen landing place for this bridge is likely 
to be St. George’s Square Garden, a graceful, Cubitt 
leafy square, and its abutting open, public, green space, 
Pimlico Gardens and Shrubbery. 

“Are we thus to lose one of the last, Pimlico green 
spaces used by residents, schools and churches alike?” 

The competition for the new pedestrian and bicycle 
bridge across the Thames was launched by Wandsworth 
Council in December 2014. 

The project is expected to cost £40 million and is part 
of a wider £1 billion infrastructure overhaul for the 
Nine Elms area of south London, which stretches from 
Battersea to Vauxhall and includes the new US Em¬ 
bassy and the Battersea Power Station project. 

Wandsworth referenced a 2013 Transport for London 
study as the justification for the scheme, and says it has 
assigned £26 million of funding from the Nine Elms 
projects towards building the winning bridge 

A shortlist of 74 anonymous designs was unveiled in 
February. But Westminster Council, the authority re¬ 
sponsible for the land in Pimlico on the north side of 
the river, said it did not want a bridge. 

“Our officers have, and continue to express strongly 
the council’s opposition to the proposed bridge, on the 
grounds of its visual and environmental impact includ¬ 
ing the impact that a new bridge would have at a land¬ 
ing site in Westminster, on traffic flows, pedestrian 
movement and on residential amenity,” said a statement 
posted on the website of Westminster’s Labour party 
councillors. 

Residents of Westminster were invited to the West¬ 
minster Boating Club in February to view a bridge de¬ 
sign showcase at which they were presented with more 
than 70 bridge designs submitted in the competition for 
the best bridge, and were asked to provide comments. 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 

According to one local resident who attended the ex¬ 
hibition, “It was a complete farce with the designs be¬ 
ginning and finishing in mid-air. They just didn’t touch 
down on land, so you had no way of providing any con¬ 
crete feedback or even understanding how these bridges 
would impact on Pimlico.” 

According to another resident, many of the designs 
resembled the newly completed, serpent of a bridge at 
Chicago’s Millenium Park. 

“Colossal in scale, this bridge has swallowed up the 
open green space which used to be a local play area for 
children now unreachable and lying in the shadow of a 
massive, man-made structure that snakes its way across 
the once, pleasant, grassy knoll,” she said.“It is just un¬ 
thinkable that London should be landed with anything 
resembling this bridge, especially in Pimlico, an area 
of London known for its elegant architecture and gar¬ 
den squares and in the shadow of such an iconic build¬ 
ing as the Battersea Power station.” 

However, from this exhibition Wandsworth council 
has drawn up a shortlist of four designs and a winner is 
set to be chosen in the autumn. 

The residents’ association says it recently obtained in¬ 
formation “regarding a closed and by invitation only 
meeting” proposed by Wandsworth Council and advis¬ 
ers Colander Associates, acting for the Council, con¬ 
cerning the shortlisted bridge designs. 

Six Westminster residents were invited by Colander 
to attend a June 3 rd meeting but this was then cancelled, 
with another meeting promised to be scheduled next 
month. 

According to the Pimlico residents’ association, “It 
seems a small, unrepresentative group of residents were 
invited to a closed meeting and provided they agreed to 
certain terms, which appear to include a ‘silencing 
clause’, these few residents would be allowed to reflect 
their views on the shortlisted bridge options. 

“The residents refused to agree to the terms. Perhaps, 
that has contributed to the meeting’s cancellation.” 

Clause eight of the document that Colander required 
the “Residents Review Panel” to sign stated: 

“This competition has been organised in accordance 
with EU procurement regulations which clearly stipu¬ 
late that all matters discussed and material shared dur¬ 
ing the various stages of the competition must remain 
confidential. 

As such, panel members are required not to disclose 
information relating to the competition to any third par¬ 
ties or make public statements. To do so could jeopar¬ 
dise the status of the competition and those taking part 
in it.” 


MPs too strong for the Lords 
in the Westminster tug-of-war 



THE best of Parliamentar¬ 
ian brawn rolled up their 
sleeves for Macmillan Can¬ 
cer Support’s 29th annual 
Tug of War event. 

The House of Commons 
took on the House of Lords 
to raise vital funds for peo¬ 
ple affected by cancer - and 
won, for the sixth year run¬ 
ning. 

The annual event, which 
has been sponsored by na¬ 
tional homebuilder Taylor 
Wimpey since 1987, saw 
spectators flocking to West¬ 
minster College Gardens to 
witness various teams battle 
it out to help ensure that no 
one faces cancer alone. 


\ 



■ ONE of the designs to make the shortlist for a bridge from Nine Elms across the River Thames to 
Pimlico, strongly opposed by local residents 


Procelano Bathrooms Ltd 



♦ Professional design services for kitchens, bathrooms and bedrooms 
♦ Detailed Auto CAD working drawings, layouts and 3D Models 
♦ Photorealism 3D interior views 
♦ Deal With All Major UK Bathroom & Kitchen Brands 

At Procelano Bathrooms we aim to incorporate all customers needs/requirements into our designs. 
Customers satisfaction is our main goal. Please visit our showroom at 

284-286 Haydons Road, Wimbledon, 
London SW19 8JZ 

0208 540 7171 

sales@procelano.co.uk 

www.procelano.co.uk 
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Market celebrates 150th anniversary 



■ ANNIVERSARY SALUTE: The mayor, councillor Robert Freeman, with MP Victoria Borwick, councillors and residents, celebrate Portobello and Golborne market's 150th anniversary. 


Borough’s trade-mark moment 



■ TOP CUT: Portobello trader Dolly Stallard 
cuts the celebration cake to mark Portobello 
and Golborne's 150th anniversary. 



Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 


PORTOBELLO and Golborne Market 
enjoyed one of its busiest days when it 
celebrated 150 years of trading on Saturday, 
May 30. 

Stallholders had a range of special offers for the 
occasion, which helped to attract scores of shoppers. 
To add to the festivities, antique and vintage bicycles 
were displayed in Tavistock Square by the Veteran 
Cycle Club. Chris and Maria Hutchison of Radio Days 
Music put on a costumed performance of Victorian 
songs and the Museum of Brands, Packaging and 
Advertising, which is based nearby, gave away 400 
museum tickets to market traders and their assistants. 

Dolly Stallard, the market’s oldest street trader, cut 
a celebration cake made specially for the day by the 
local Hummingbird Bakery. 

Welcoming stallholders and shoppers, the Mayor of 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 
councillor Robert Freeman, said: “It’s a tremendous 
honour to visit Portobello and Golborne market on the 
day it is celebrating 150 years of trading. What started 
as a milk stall has evolved into the bustling, iconic, 
vibrant and colourful market that it is today - which 
attracts thousands of shoppers each year. 

“I would like to thank all the stallholders who have 
joined in the celebrations and made the 150th 
anniversary such a success by creating such enticing 
special offers for shoppers. I hope that local residents 
and Londoners will help the celebrations continue 



■ THE WAY WE WERE: The Mayor, Cllr 
Robert Freeman, with Chris 
Hutchison and Maria Hutchison. 


throughout the year by 
visiting the market and 
shopping while they are 
here.” 

Stallholder Nick 

Friedman, of Jamon Jamon, 
said: “We had our busiest 
Saturday in five years. I 
reckon we sold at least 50 
portions more as a result of 
the promotion, newcomers 
to the market and general 
festivities. Roll on the next 
50 years quickly!” 

To mark the occasion the 
council became the latest 
authority to sign the Real 
Deal Charter which is 
designed to assure shoppers 
and market traders that 
Trading Standards officers 
and market officers are on 
the lookout for fake products 
and determined to ensure 
that Portobello and Golborne 
Market is free of counterfeit 
goods. 



■ FAIR DEAL: Council officers from the Market Office and 
the Trading Standards Team sign the Real Deal National 
Charter, designed to keep traders in counterfeit goods and 
other illegal products out of UK markets and car boot fairs. 
Left to right: Mark Barr, chairman of the Portobello and 
Golborne Management Committee, Leader of the Council 
Cllr Nick Paget-Brown with Nick Kasic, Markets Office, 
Hashith Shah and Sanju Manji, Trading Standards. 



■ CELEBRATION: Portobello and Golborne's 
150th anniversary was marked with a splash of 
colour and good humour. 
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Beach style 
fashioned 
in Chelsea 


Made in Chelsea's Lucy 
Watson walks us through 
her summer style as she 
teams up with swimwear 
label South Beach 


Define your personal style 

Ooh, it’s hard. I guess it’s quite 
sporty, but I always try and have 
a feminine edge and I get a lot of 
inspiration from the 70s and the 
90s. 

Are you excited about warmer 
weather and the summer style 
that comes with it? 

Yes I am, though I actually do 
prefer dressing in winter because 
it’s harder to look as stylish with 
less clothes I think. 

You’ve also just launched a 
clothing collection for she- 
likes.com. What can we ex¬ 
pect? 

It’s a 24 piece collection, all 
clothes for the summer and styles 
based on festival wear. There’s a 
lot of boho 70s looks in there. It’s 
stuff that I like to wear but I’ve 
also tried to include a variety be¬ 
cause I know that different peo¬ 
ple like different things, so I want 
to have something for everyone. 
How is your Jewellery line, 
Creature, coming along? 

It’s doing really well, we’re de¬ 
signing a new range at the mo¬ 
ment for September. It’s lots of 
work and requires a lot of time 
but hopefully we’ll get it done in 
time. 

So what fashion pieces make 
all women look great - any 
shape or size? 

I think flares are really cool. I 
know they’re on trend right now 
and I think that’s great because 
no matter what size or shape you 
are they flatter you. I quite like 
dungarees as well, they’re per¬ 
fect for any size really; you can 
do the boyfriend style or you can 
do the tight fit depending on your 
shape. And then I just think the 
70s in general was a really flat¬ 
tering time. I always think that a 
cute little shirt dress, or a lacy 
dress can be jazzed up how you 
want. You can accessorise with a 
jacket, with boots, flats or what¬ 
ever and it works for anyone re¬ 
ally. 

What five items of clothing 
make up your own capsule 
wardrobe? 

There’s this really cute button up 
at the front skirt in my collection 
which would be really useful. I 
like the faux suede look at the 
moment and I have a cute waist¬ 
coat with tassles. Dungarees be¬ 



■ HARRODS: Lucy Watson and Feme McCann at the South 
Beach fashion launch. Picture: Jonathan Hordle/REX Shutterstock 


cause I love them. Flares and a 
high necked strappy black 90s 
top that you can wear with any¬ 
thing. 

What’s your guilty pleasure? 

Loads. Cream cheese, pizza, 
milkshakes...mainly food! 
Handbags or shoes? 

Shoes. I’ve got so many. In my 
dream last night I was throwing 
shoes out and they just kept com¬ 
ing back! Looking around me 
now I have shoes everywhere. 

If you had to pick a favourite 
pair? 

Well I love standard converse 
and I love trainers, but I’m also 
one for black boots. Either 
Chelsea boots or I have these 
Chanel calf length boots. I like 
buckles too - I’m a boots girl. 
Before you joined Made in 
Chelsea at 21, what career di¬ 
rection were you looking at? 
Before I did the show I wanted to 
do acting so if the show ends 
that’s something I’d really like to 
do. I’ve always taken pride in 
what I wear and loved fashion so 
I’ve always wanted to do this and 
never thought it would be possi¬ 
ble and I’ve had such a great re¬ 
sponse to what I wear but you 


never know if people are going 
to like it or not. I’m not really a 
people pleaser so I’ve tried to 
stick to my own style. It’s a risk 
obviously because people might 
not like it but luckily for me they 
have so this seemed like the right 
way to go. 

Would like to pursue modelling 
further? 

Again, I tried to do that before 
the show but I was too short be¬ 
cause I’m 5’6” it was a little 
tricky. I’m with Models 1 at the 
moment for their special book¬ 
ings and it’s really cool because 
it’s opened up so many possibil¬ 
ities and I love being in front of 
the camera. It was a dream of 
mine before I joined the show so 
I’m super happy about it. 

Will you be going to LA this 
summer with the Made in 
Chelsea cast? 

No one’s been confirmed yet but 
hopefully! 

South Beach have teamed up 
with Lucy Watson on a summer 
style edit, curating a collection of 
key pieces that incorporate the 
South Beach signature style with 
Lucy s favourite shapes and 
prints for the SSI 5 season. 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER & PIMLICO 


Marking five years of 
Abbey Education Centre 


WESTMINSTER Abbey's 
Education Centre is mark¬ 
ing five years since it was 
officially opened by Her 
Majesty The Queen. 

Since May 2010, more than 
56,000 students from schools 
across the UK have come to ex¬ 
plore the Abbey's thousand 
years of history. 

They have taken part in 
themed workshops and tours of 
the Abbey, designed to offer 
pupils of all ages an awe-inspir¬ 
ing experience to enhance their 
learning in subjects from reli¬ 
gious education and history to 
science, art and music. 

In the last five years, the edu¬ 
cation team has also worked 
with organisations including 
the National Archives, the 
Houses of Parliament, the 
Royal Society, Historic Royal 
Palaces, the Shakespeare Birth¬ 
place Trust and the Imperial 
War Museum, running special 
events and outreach projects for 
both schools and adult learners. 

In addition to its schools pro¬ 
gramme, the team runs popular 
events for families each sum¬ 
mer in the beautiful setting of 


Church News 

College Garden. All activities, 
from learning to be a knight or 
dancing for the queen, to finding 
out what happens at a corona¬ 
tion, are free and are designed 
for children from the age of five. 

The opening of the Education 
Centre was the first milestone in 
the Abbey's development plan, 
2020 Vision, which set an 


agenda to improve facilities for 
the Abbey's two million wor¬ 
shippers and visitors. 

The next phase will see the de¬ 
velopment of The Queen's Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee Galleries in the 
Abbey's Triforium, and the 
opening of a new Song School 
for the Abbey's world-famous 
Choir. 

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
opened the Cellarium Cafe and 
Terrace in October 2012. 


News from Westminster Cathedral 


FROM June to September 
the Cathedral sees an influx 
of visitors from home and 
abroad. 

An appeal has gone out for 
people to act as a welcomers 
and guides at the Cathedral 
during that period. 

The Guild of Saint John 
Southworth is looking for 
summer volunteers to intro¬ 
duce people to the beauty and 
history of the Cathedral. 

Volunteers need to be aged 
over 18. Training will be 
given. Hours will be usually 
mornings or afternoons for as 
many or as few sessions as 


you wish to do. 

Contact Anne Marie Mi- 
callef on 

annemariem@ redo w.or g .uk 
or telephone 020 7931 6067. 

♦ John Scanlan, a well- 
known Cathedral parish¬ 
ioner, will be making an 
appeal at the end of all 
Masses over the weekend of 
Jun 13/14th on behalf of the 
work of the Friends of the 
Holy Land. He will speak 
about some of the problems 
currently faced by Christians 
in the Holy Land and how we 
can respond to their needs. 



FREE TASTERS • BEGINNERS LESSONS 
FLOOD-LIT DRIVING RANGE 
GOLF LESSONS • VIDEO ANALYSIS 
SHORT GAME AREA • ROLL-UPS 
9-HOLE GOLF COURSE • MEMBERSHIP 

JUNIOR GOLF HOLIDAY CAMPS 


BURNTWOOD LANE, WANDSWORTH, 
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Writing for the London 
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Vocational training makes more 
sense than university at any cost 


W ITH a few weeks to go until 
George Osborne’s first Conser¬ 
vative-only Budget in July, he 
has already sent a cold chill down the 
backs of the public sector with his plans 
for the next phase of cuts. 

Among the areas that’ll be affected by 
the £2.5billion worth of public spending 
cuts will be universities. They will take a 
hit as part of trimming £450m off the De¬ 
partment of Business, Innovation and 
Skills’ £13.2billion budget. The rest will 
be covered, according to the department, 
by underspends. 

This, of course, will have educationalists 
up in arms, but there’s no doubt that cuts 
have to be made and, like the majority of 
businesses that had to be on their toes 
during the recession, they have to cut 
their cloth accordingly. 

Whereas businesses almost 
immediately felt the majority 
of the effects of the so-called 
‘Great Recession’ of 2008/9 
along with the three or four 
years afterwards, the giant oil 
tanker that is the public sec¬ 
tor takes a lot longer to turn. 

Although there was a lot of 
talk of large scale cuts to gov¬ 
ernment-funded services by the Coalition 
after the UK was left with a Labour-cre¬ 
ated economic wasteland, they were not 
immediately hard and heavy, but, even 
now things are looking more optimistic, 
they are still necessary. 

As businesses have to constantly evolve 
to meet market requirements and adjust 
to shifts in the economy, so should higher 
and further education. And if that means 
doing it on fewer resources then so be it. 

They will contend that it will lead to a 
less skilled and educated workforce, but I 
would argue strongly that would not be 
the case. 

In fact, it presents an opportunity to do 
the complete reverse. Of course, there is 
a place for degree-level learning, but prac¬ 
tical, work-based training, in whatever 
sector, has to be the way forward. 

The writing’s on the wall for higher edu¬ 
cation when firms like PwC are coming 
round to my way of thinking by offering 


^ If universities have 
^to circle the wagons 
due to budget cuts it 
doesn't mean that 
higher education 
returns to being the 
preserve of an elite 
few. 


apprenticeships as a way to develop and 
retain staff. 

The sole purpose of universities is to ed¬ 
ucate. That’s pretty much its only prod¬ 
uct. They are also the equivalent of a 
coal-fired power station that constantly 
needs feeding with fuel, which in their 
case is public money. They can only cre¬ 
ate heat and energy with a constant flow 
of government cash. 

On the other hand, businesses are al¬ 
most self-perpetuating because their 
products or services are income genera¬ 
tors and, through training of staff, educa¬ 
tion is a positive bi-product of their 
activities. 

Businesses are pretty much a ‘naturally 
occurring university’ with the motion re¬ 
quired to boost GDP and fill the country’s 
coffers, rather than be a drain on re¬ 
sources, as well as arm the nation’s work¬ 
force with the skills and 
experience they need. 

My proposal to transform 
Job Seeker’s Allowance in to 
a ‘job reward’ payment, used 
to help create a fully-funded 
national apprenticeship 
scheme, very much fits into 
this mould and will enable a 
larger number of young people gain 
skilled employment than will ever walk 
out of the front gates of the country’s halls 
of academia. 

It’s also a win for further education 
providers and could reduce the impact the 
cuts will have on them. They will benefit 
from this business-led vocational ap¬ 
proach because the on-the-job training 
that employers deliver has to be under¬ 
pinned by some classroom learning, as¬ 
sessment and validation with recognised 
qualifications. 

If universities have to circle the wagons 
due to budget cuts it doesn’t mean that 
higher education returns to being the pre¬ 
serve of an elite few. It should be for 
those who do need a university education 
for a selected group of occupations. How¬ 
ever, there should be a shift away from 
university at any cost towards vocational 
training that gives employers the skilled 
workers they require and makes a positive 
contribution to the economy and society. 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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PROFILE 


Meet the new 
Mayor of the 
Royal Borough 


Interview by 

PHILIP EVANS 


OVER the years the opulent Mayor’s 
Parlour at the Town Hall in Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea has played host to 
the good and the great of London. 

But in the coming year it will be the ordinary 
folk of the Royal Borough who will be given the 
five-star civic treatment if the new Mayor, Cllr 
Robert Freeman, has his way. 

The Mayor’s Parlour has never been just the 
domain for the big hitters of London’s richest 
borough with those impressive doors having 
often been thrown open to those who do not 
seek high office but who contribute consider¬ 
ably to the community life of Kensington and 
Chelsea. 

Robert Freeman, who has lived in the Cam¬ 
den Ward for 30 years and been a councillor 
since 1998, made it clear at his recent mayor¬ 
making ceremony that he intended to continue 
the work of his predecessors to “reach out and 
bring into the parlour the lonely, the isolated, 
the alienated and particularly what we now 
call the elderly orphans - older people with no 
family and very little social contact’ 1 



■ NEW MAYOR: Cllr Robert Freemen - deter¬ 
mined to improve the lives of those who live in 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 

It was a theme he re-emphasised when I met mon cancer in the UK and if lung cancer 
him in his parlour just a few days after his amon gst people who have never smoked is 
election, saying: We must try to mak the lives taken as a separate category it would still be 
of those who are isolated less isolated. Isolation am0 ngst the top ten cancers in the world.” 
not only means mental health problems but Cllr Freeman revealed that he is also plan¬ 
ts 0 causes physical problems. ning an exciting literary project to encourage 

And he added: Being mayor not about wear- the children in our schools to read for pleasure 


ing funny costume but about bringing people 
into society, recognising their 
achievements. We must be ac¬ 
tively involved in sound cohe¬ 
sion. I want to reach out and 
bring into the parlour those who 
are lonely, the have-nots and 
alienated.” 

At his mayor-making ceremony 
Cllr Freeman paid tribute to his 
predecessor, Cllr Maighread 
Condon-Simmonds, saying she 
had raised the bar high and it 
would be hard to “emulate her 
kindness, her generosity and her 
big heart”. 

Cllr Freeman and his wife Liz, 


6 

I want to 
reach out and 
bring into the 
parlour those 
who are 
lonely, the 
have-nots and 
alienated ^ 


and, at the same time, to 
broaden their knowledge of other 
countries and other cultures, 
particularly the Nordic coun¬ 
tries. 

Cllr Freeman was born in St 
John’s Wood and enjoyed a suc¬ 
cessful career as a solicitor and 
working for a period of four years 
in banking in Manhattan. He 
and his wife Liz have four chil¬ 
dren and eight grandchildren. 

He won the seat on for the 
Camden Ward 17 years ago, be¬ 
coming a councillor because he 


wanted to make a difference to 
, __ . . . _ . . people’s lives, to improve their lot”, admitting 

the Mayoress, will certainly be facing a busy ^ was ra ther a cliche but nevertheless true, 
year if they are to match Cllr Condon-Sim- Asked what are the greatest challenges fac- 
monds energy levels - she attended more than j n g bis wa rd, Cllr Freeman, vice-chairman of 
700 events during her year of office, winning the pl ann i n g applications committee, was 
the admiration of her colleagues and commu- q U j c k to highlight the planning issues and ex- 
mty leaders. pressed delight that the borough had changed 

Having spent an hour with Cllr Freeman as its policy to stop the multiple basement devel- 
he settled into his role and listened to the as- 0 pments 

pirations for his year in office, his pride in serv- H e also spoke of another problem taking its 
ing as the Royal Royal Borough s First Citizen toll on the community - the buy-to-leave issue 
was fully evident. and the num ber of second homes in the bor- 

He spoke with great enthusiasm about his ough, pointing out that Kensington and 
charity for the year and the reason why he has Chelsea was the only borough in London with 
chosen lung cancer a declining population and suggesting that na- 

At his mayor-making ceremony he revealed tional legislation was urgently needed to solve 
that he had made his choice in honour of three the problem 

councillors - Shereen Ritchie, Fiona Buxton Outside the council chamber he’s a great 
and Iain Hammond - who had died of cancer in opera f an an d cricket enthusiast, being a mem- 
recent times. her of the MCC and having spent three days 

He said: I wanted to honour their memory in wa tching England restore some pride by beat- 
an area of cancer where four of our preeminent j n g Zealand at Lords, 
institutions - the Royal Marsden, Royal Q ne fi na [ question before the proper business 
Brompton, the Institute of Cancer Research 0 f being mayor beckoned. His profile on the 
and Imperial Healthcare Trust - are working council website said one of his priorities was to 
together on some very exciting developments ensure the borough continued to be the best 
n S2? funded by the NHS. place in London to live. “And is it?” I asked. 

These will materially improve outcomes for « Y es! why? Because it has wonderful parks, 
patients. Lung cancer is the second most com- wonderful buildings - and wonderful people.” 


The role of the Mayor 


THE Mayor’s role is made up of many 
parts: it brings recognition to those who, 
often unseen, make a positive contribution 
to the community; it’s about helping others 
to see how they, through voluntary work or 
charitable giving, can contribute to the 
local community. And it’s about showing 
young people the value of civic society. 

The Mayor gives a face and a human di¬ 
mension to an organisation - the council - 
which can sometimes seem vast and unfath¬ 
omable. 

In doing all these things the Mayor makes 
between 600 and 700 visits a year. 


He or she will meet resident and tenant 
leaders, representatives from voluntary or¬ 
ganisations, from schools, the health serv¬ 
ice, the armed forces and from the 
emergency services. 

He or she welcomes many hundreds of 
people into the Parlour to recognise the 
part they play in public life. 

In times of celebration and in times of 
sadness and remembrance, the Mayor is 
there as a focal point and to offer a lead 
where people gather to express collective 
feelings. 
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Westway news 


UNDER THE WESTWAY 


Apprentices offer energy and passion 



Angela McConville, Chief 
Executive, Westway Trust, looks 
forward to hearing the views of 
the residents and traders who live 
and work under The Westway. 

L ast Tuesday I spent the morn¬ 
ing at Kensington Aldridge 
Academy school, for a screen¬ 
ing of ‘More Hot for No.5’ - a social 
documentary made by year 5 pri¬ 
mary school children at Barlby Pri¬ 
mary School, working with the 
terrific Digital-Works education 
charity. 

The purpose of the film was to put local 
people and their personal stories at the 
centre of North Kensington’s fascinating 
history. What was striking in the sto¬ 
ries that were told is the demonstrable 
community spirit that has characterised 
the communities of North Kensington 
over the decades. 

This community showed formidable 
solidarity and resilience in the face of 


the many social challenges they faced - 
poor housing, cultural unrest, poverty, 
and de-industrialisation. The arrival of 
the motorway in the late 60s added to 
the community’s feelings of neglect and 
alienation. 

One of the other impressions the film 
left me is how North Kensington has al¬ 
ways been a place that has attracted 
artists, artisans, creatives and makers. 
That spirit lives on today in the concen¬ 
tration of creative businesses that 
choose to locate themselves in this 
neighbourhood. 

Faced with such a creative local con¬ 
text, my team and I spent time last year 
trying to understand why so many 
young people locally are disconnected 
from these very exciting businesses and 
jobs. 

We know that Kensington & Chelsea is 
one of the poorest performing boroughs 
in London for young people getting into 
apprenticeships. We also know that it is 
one of the least favourable places to 
start a small business, in part due to the 


limited availability of affordable work¬ 
space and getting connected to a suitable 
business mentor. 

Westway Trust’s workspaces on Acklam 
Road are continually fully occupied and 
we have demonstrable demand for more 
such space. It is this evidence that has in¬ 
formed our plans to develop the eastern 
part of our estate into an enterprise hub. 
Our intention is to create more flexible, af¬ 
fordable space for creative start-ups and 
entrepreneurs. Such a hub would also cre¬ 
ate networks and opportunities for men¬ 
toring and support. 

Results have astonished us 

In 2014 we launched our Creative Ap¬ 
prenticeship Programme. We viewed it as 
an experiment to see just how many young 
people would like to get into an appren¬ 
ticeship in local creative businesses, and 
to understand the appetite of local busi¬ 
nesses to employ young people. The re¬ 
sults have astonished us. 

Almost 500 young people applied for our 
first 16 jobs. Ten local creative businesses 
have come together in a partnership with 


the Westway Trust to offer these first 
apprentice jobs. We have employed 
three apprentices ourselves. They are 
terrific, bringing energy, passion and 
real digital skills to our team. They are 
already part of the Team Westway’ 
family and are working across our 
events, volunteering and education ini¬ 
tiatives. Having achieved such early 
success, we are now planning ways to 
extend the programme and increase 
the number of young people who can 
benefit. We want to see hundreds of 
young people find a pathway to cre¬ 
ative employment. We are now talking 
to major funders including the Arts 
Council and CC Skills to find ways to 
grow the reach of the programme. If 
you would like to support us in this 
project, either as an employer of young 
people, or as a project sponsor, do get 
in touch with me and I’d be delighted 
to tell you more about it. 







THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 


Paddir^toix™ pay* a visit 
to celebrate Portobello 
& Golborr\e Market s 
150 th adversary 

Paddington Bear loves a celebration 
and a good story. Come to Portobello 
& Golborne Market on Saturday 20 June 
when the world's most famous and best loved 
bear will help celebrate the market's 150' 
anniversary. Join Paddington for storytelling 
and hear some of his legendary adventures. 

Storytelling 
sessions 
start at 
11 am, 

1 pm, 2pm 
and 3pm 
on the 
pedestrian 

square in Tavistock Road W11 • To avoid 
disappointment book free tickets at 

www.rbkcmarkets.eventbrite.com 

Follow® rbkemarkets on Facebook, Twitter 
& Instagram 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 
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PADDINGTON 


PADDINGTON™ and PADDINGTON BEAR™ 

© Paddington and Company Limited/Studiocanal S.A. 2015 
Paddington Bear™, Paddington™ and PB™ are trademarks 
of Paddington and Company Limited 
Licensed on behalf of Studiocanal S.A. by Copyrights Group 
www. paddington .coni 


KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


Pop up creche offers temporary 
childcare for local businesses 


ORGANISING temporary childcare facil¬ 
ities for events such as staff conferences, 
events and training courses can be a major 
headache for many companies and organ¬ 
isations. 

Westway Trust’s Popup Creche has the perfect 
solution - qualified staff can come to your offices 
and set up an instant childcare facility. All the 
popup creche needs is a suitable space and they 
can do the rest for an hour, a day or even a week. 

Since its launch in 2014, Westway Trust’s Popup 
Creche has proved popular with a wide range of 
organisations, ranging from private companies 
and public sector organisations to charities. This 
has ensured that parents and guardians with child¬ 
care needs haven’t missed out on important 
events. 

Creche manager Nicola Tedore said: “We will 
transform your space into a child-centred environ¬ 
ment, with stimulating activities and engaging 
learning opportunities. We carry out a full risk as¬ 
sessment of the area you’d like to use and we 
bring all the resources and play equipment so that 
the children can enjoy a warm and playful atmos¬ 
phere.” 

Costs vary depending on the number of children, 
the duration of the popup creche and the location. 
Westway Trust Popup Creche can also provide 
staff for short term cover to children’s centres and 
nurseries. 

To find out more call Community Creche Man¬ 
ager Nicola Tedore on 020 8962 5720 or email 
nicola .tedore @ westway.org. 

Westway Trust Popup Creche is a not-for-profit 
community project which has been developed in 
partnership with the Clement James Centre, the 
Venture Community Association and Catalyst 
Housing. We employ fully qualified local people 


and offer a pathway into employment and training 
for local residents. All staff and volunteers have 
enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) 
checks. 

Staff and volunteers gain valuable experience, 
including access to accredited training pro¬ 
grammes to help them in their future career aspi¬ 
rations. 



■ A SAFE and stimulating environment at 
the Westway Popup Creche 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


‘Inaccurate’ claims over hospital 


■ GREG Hands (Conservative MP for Chelsea and 
Fulham) continues to peddle his inaccurate claims 
about Charing Cross Hospital (LWN June 4 4th 2015). 
Imperial Health Trust’s plans are for a much dimin¬ 
ished ‘new’ hospital to be built - after selling off 55per 
cent of the present Charing Cross site to developers. 

This ‘new’ hospital will have less than 25 pr cent of 
the hospital space of the current hospital. It will have 
24 - with the possibility of another 40 - inpatient beds, 
instead of the 360 beds currently at Charing Cross. 


It will NOT have a blue light A&E service - it can’t! 
There simply won’t be acute beds there to admit pa¬ 
tients to. Just what sort of emergency department there 
will be remains a mystery to campaigners since NHS 
England has not yet told us, or Imperial, or, apparently, 
Greg Hands, what this will be. But it is unlikely, be¬ 
cause of no acute beds and no emergency consultants, 
to be much more than an Urgent Care Centre. 

All Mr Hands needs to do is read Imperial’s clinical 
strategy paper, published in July 2014. He will find all 


the above facts there. And, as our campaigners attend 
Imperial Board meetings (and, in fact, have met twice 
with the CEO of Imperial and some of her senior of¬ 
ficers) we know that there have been no amendments 
to these plans. 

Far from our campaign being ‘wrong, dishonest and 
irresponsible’, Save Our Hospitals has been the key 
source of honest and accurate information being made 
available to the general public. It is time for Greg 
Hands to cease applying austerity measures to the tme 
picture of Imperial’s plans and the plans in Shaping a 
Healthier Future 

Merril Hammer•, Chair, Save Our Hospitals 


Taking youth facilities away 

■ WESTWAY Trust closed and demolished the ad¬ 
venture playground, the youth club for children with 
disabilities and the Ebony Steel Pan Yard all on Ack- 
lam Road W10. Plans have been drawn up for shops 
to be put on the site. 

Council Leader Paget-Brown is over joyed that the 
borough has resurfaced a football pitch for young peo¬ 
ple, good for him. It is a pity that Westway Trust took 
facilities away from young people. 

CarlAli, 

Ackram Road, London W10 



AH Peck Flooring Contractors 
Lower Richmond Road 

AH PECK, or"Pecks"as the company is known lo¬ 
cally, of Lower Richmond Road, Putney, has been 
working with residential and commercial clients 
throughout London and the South East as well as 
with long standing interior designers and experi¬ 
enced architects for over 50 years. 

Specialising in bespoke hardwood floors where 
a client specific finish is agreed, Pecks also sup¬ 
plies and fits quality pre-finished wood floors and 
expertly renovates existing ones. 

Particular areas of expertise are as follows: 

• Elegant traditional and bespoke parquetry in¬ 
cluding exotic wood species 
•Beautiful contemporary wide board planks in 
prime, natural or rustic grade 
•Expert sanding and bespoke finishing 
•Underfloor heating and soundproofing solu¬ 
tions 

•Maintenance and after care solutions and con¬ 
tracts 

A dedicated team of 10 floor fitters and sanders 
work in pairs for residential projects but as a big¬ 
ger group for commercial contracts.There are few 
residential roads in Putney and South West Lon¬ 
don where Pecks haven't laid or renovated a floor 
in the last 50 years. Their skills are also increas¬ 
ingly being recognised by many commercial 
property contractors and many London based ar¬ 
chitects and builders also choose to specify our 
floors. Service and experience speak for itself. 



"Quality 
is not an act, 
it's a habit" 

Wood Flooring Contractors Ltd 
141 Lower Richmond Road 
Putney, SW15 1EZ 
Tel: 020 8788 1795 

E: info@ahpeckltd.co.uk 
www.ahpeckltd.co.uk 


For the past 10 years Managing Director Corey 
Osman has been at the helm of the business since 
his father Ozzie retired. 

Grandfather Mr. Peck established the business 
back in 1959 and was also once a flooring con¬ 
tractor for the Queen! 

Mr Osman grew up laying floors as his father op¬ 
erated the business throughout his childhood 
and formative years. 

Similarly, some of the senior members of staff 
have been working for the firm since their teens. 
Their skills have been recognised by articles in 
various interiors magazines and publications. 

Tel: 020 8788 1795 

Website: www.ahpeckltd.co.uk 

Savini Shoes 
Upper Richmond Road 

LADIES fotwear boutique, Savini Shoes, in Upper 
Richmond Road, is the one-stop shop for high 
quality shoes imported from Italy, Spain and Ger¬ 
many. 

A range of styles are available, including balle¬ 
rina and espadrilles, and new stock - perfect for 
summer - is now available. 

Alongside the finest in ladies footwear, Savini 
Shoes also supplies Putney with high quality 
handbags from Italy and Greece. 

The family business on Upper Richmond Road 
was established in 1984 by Luciano Saviotti, who 
believed in selling great shoes, and now his wife 
Andrea is hoping to carry on the legacy and con- 

Savini Designer 
Ladies Shoes 

Established 1984 

SAVINI 

SHOES 

216 Upper Richmond Road 
London 
SW15 6TD 

020 8789 2565 

savinishoeslondon@gmail.com 


tinue to sell to the people of Putney. 

Tel: 020 8789 2565 

Email: savinishoeslondon@gmail.com 


LAZARC 

ARTISAN BAKERY 

FRESH 

LOCAL 

ETHICAL 

• HANDMADE BREAD, 
CAKES AND PASTRIES 

• EVERYTHING 
PRODUCED IN STORE 

232 UPPER RICHMOND 
ROAD, LONDON SW15 6TG 

020 8788 7037 

WWW. LAZAROARTISAN BAKERY.CO. UK 


Lazario Artison Bakery 
Upper Richmond Road 

LAZARO Artisan Bakery, 232 Upper Richmond 
Road, Putney (opposite the Post Office), is a local, 
independent, community bakery specialising in 
handmade breads, cakes and pastries. 

Recently celebrating their first anniversary, they 
have built a loyal following of Putney regulars 
who now won't shop for bread anywhere else. 

Everything they sell is produced in-store using 
traditional methods. Only the best ingredients are 
used, sourced as responsibly as possible, and 
never anything artificial added. 

Lazaro pride themselves on their quality, 
friendly customer service and continual efforts to 
reduce their environmental impact. Union Cof¬ 
fee's'Organic Natural Spirit'coffee is available to 
take away - or why not sit outside and watch the 
world go by with a coffee and a sweet treat? 

Telephone: 020 8788 7037 

Webite: www.lazaroartisanbakery.co.uk 

Poppits Day Nursery 
Dryburgh Road 

POPPITS Day Nursey in Dryburgh Road has 
again achieved a Good rating from OFSTED and 
only have a short distance to go to achieve Out¬ 


standing. The learning and education in our daily 
curriculum is achieved through The Early Years 
Foundation Stage. Our high standard of childcare 
with scope for parental involvement will meet 
parents requirements and children needs. Our 
high degree of adult/child interaction with con¬ 
tinuity of individual attention for children will en¬ 
hance their personal growth, health and 
protection. 

At Poppits we present children with learning ex¬ 
periences and activities that match their stage of 
development. We focus on individual learning 
and positive experiences to help babies and chil¬ 
dren build good foundations that will enable all 
children to be independent and confident in their 
learning. 

At Poppits we encourage your children to be ac¬ 
tive learners. This means that we provide natural 
materials to help babies and children find out 
about themselves, other people, materials and 
their environment. Our extra curriculum activities 
include music, dance and physical development 
through soft play area and a bouncy castle. 

At Poppits we have an open door policy and en¬ 
courage parents to feel free to visit at anytime. 

Under the personal management of owner 
Brenda Symes, Poppits wants to make sure this is 
the most pleasurable time for both you and your 
child and joining us will benefit your child im¬ 
mensely from both the educational and fun time 
we provide. 

Tel: 07896 531 851/07958 331 414 

Website: www.poppitsnursery.co.uk 


ROPPITS DAY 
^NURSERY* 

PUTNEY LEISURE CENTRs 

8-6 available all year round 

a Q uality Childcare 
Monday-Friday 
8.00am-6.00pm F' 
Flexible sessions 
AM & PM AVAILABLE 
y , Large Garden 

Contact us on 

07896 531 851 
07958 331 414 

email: symesbrenda@hotmail.co.uk 

At Poppits learning and education in our daily curriculum is achieved through 
play. Poppits is a place of fun and excitement, where every day is different 
and anticipated eagerly. 
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KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Our voices of 
goodwill will 
prevail, says 
the monk who 
has $0 million 
followers 



■ MESSENGER OF HOPE: Great Master Chin Kung, main 
picture, right, a Chinese Buddhist monk with a worldwide 
following of many millions of people, with mayor Robert 
Freeman. Inset above: pupils and delegates celebrate. 


We want to 
hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in 
London that we want to hear about. There's 
a brilliant community spirit in Central and 
West London. If you help to run a local 
organisation make sure your events are 
featured in our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to: 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 
Fulham Chronicle 
Kensington & Chelsea News 
Westminster & Pimlico News 



G REAT Master Chin 
Kung, a Chinese 
Buddhist monk 
with 80 million followers 
worldwide, was the guest 
of honour at a special edu¬ 
cational conference that 
took place in the Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea council 
chamber. 

He was warmly welcomed by 
the new Mayor of the Royal Bor¬ 
ough, councillor Robert Free¬ 
man. The event was also 
addressed by the Deputy Mayor 
of London for Crime and Polic¬ 
ing, Stephen Greenhalgh, who 
spoke of the pressing need for 
multi-cultural youth activities 
such as football to divert young 
people from gang membership 
and religious extremism. 

The conference, which was 
made possible by Kensington- 
based charity The Unity of 
Faiths Foundation, looked at 
how different faith groups edu¬ 
cate their young people to show 
respect and tolerance for people 
of different backgrounds. Some 
120 attended, including commu¬ 
nity and religious leaders from 
11 different faith groups and the 
ambassadors of Tunisia, South 
Korea, Lithuania, Nepal and Is¬ 
rael. The event included a 
minute’s silence for the victims 
of the Nepal earthquakes, after 
which Great Master Chin made 
a personal donation of £10,000 
to the disaster appeal. 

Groups of children from dif¬ 
ferent schools presented their art, 
sport and citizenship projects, all 
as part of Project Unity, a Lon- 


I LANGUAGE OF LOVE: art on show at the conference. 
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don-wide programme of youth 
inter-cultural activities being 
driven forward by TUFF to mark 
the First World War centenary. 
Iqra, a 16-year-old schoolgirl 
from Southall who plays for the 
TUFF girls’ football team 
dressed in a hijab, said: “All my 
life I have been criticised by 
people, including many in my 
own community, who say girls 
shouldn’t play football. With 
TUFF FC I have found respect 
and made many new friends of 
different faiths who come to¬ 
gether to play the game we 
love.” 

Nitin Palan of the Golden 
Tours Foundation, a local Kens¬ 
ington business, presented the 
project with a donation to enable 
them to buy new kit. 

Among the speakers were 
Great Master Chin, who said: 
“We live in troubled times, but 
those who would do harm in the 
name of misinterpreted or 
twisted religion are greatly out¬ 
numbered by people for whom 
religion is a source not of hatred 
and violence but of peace, com¬ 


fort and good acts. We people of 
goodwill must ensure that our 
voice is the louder one, and that 
our young people choose the 
correct path.” 

Archbishop Kevin McDon¬ 
ald, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Emeritus of Southwark, said this 
was an historic moment and such 
events were very important for 
our young British society. 

Speaking later, Rabbi Edwin 
Shukar, vice-president of the Eu¬ 
ropean Jewish Council, said: “I 
appreciated being in the pres¬ 
ence of so many men of faith and 
leaders of communities. The at¬ 
mosphere and energy in the hall 
was amazing. I believe everyone 
left richer than when they 
walked in.” 

Referring to TUFF he added: 
“It is miraculous how an enter¬ 
prise that was started by a few 
people can grow into an organi¬ 
sation that one day will make our 
world a better place to live in.” 

Anna Prior and Dr Shamender 
Talwar, founders of The Unity of 
Faiths Foundation, said: “We are 
delighted that the event went off 
so well. We were so honoured to 
hear from Great Master Chin 
Kung and there was a real en¬ 
ergy in the room. Our charity ex¬ 
ists to promote unity within 
diversity and the conference has 
planted the seeds for much im¬ 
portant new work.” 
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VALUE FOR MONEY: All the pomp and 
pageantry that is part of having a royal family 
brings millions into the country each year. This 
weekThe King's Troop of the Royal Horse Artillery 
fired a 41 -gun salute in Hyde Park in honour of the 
62nd anniversary of HM The Queen's coronation 
Photo Tim Nicholson/REX/Shutterstock 
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By Geoff Baker 

ET’S keep it simple, this renewed 
debate about how much the Royal 
Family costs us. 

Basically, the cost per man, woman and child is 
around about 60p per year. It’s actually a bit less, 
but let’s round it up. 

“Sixty pence! I could buy a packet of crisps for 
that.” 

Outrageous, isn’t it, you’re paying for all of the 
heritage, pomp and pageantry that brings millions 
of tourists to London each year, supporting tens of 
thousands of jobs in the capital alone, getting the 
benefit of the only 10 minutes of good thought in 
an otherwise venal and Disneyesque Christmas, 
The Queen’s head handily on your stamps so you 
know which side to stick them, the pride it brings 
to be British, the envy of America, and it’s costing 
us each a bag of cheese and onion! 

“That’s daylight robbery! How much did the 
banking crisis cost us by comparison? Bet it 
wasn’t the price of a whole packet of crisps.” 

Nope, according to the BBC’s economics re¬ 


porter Steve Schifferes, bailing-out the banks cost 
£30,000 per person. Or 50,000 packets of crisps. 

As the Government’s austerity cuts begin to bite 
- entirely caused, let us remember, by the antics of 
the banks - that limping dog of a tired old argu¬ 
ment is doing the rounds again, is the Royal Fam¬ 
ily really worth going without one bag of Walkers? 

To most of us the investment looks sound, the 
Royal Family costs the taxpayer £40 million a year 
to maintain and they generate, mainly through the 
visitors’ spend, at least £150 million and at most 
£500 million a year. That’s a minimum 275 per 
cent, maximum 1,150 per cent, annual profit, 
somewhat better than any rate that they’re cur¬ 
rently offering at Barclays. 

Not happy 

But apparently some of us skipped maths at 
school. The TaxPayers’ Alliance group is report¬ 
edly not happy with the yield on the royal deal 
which beats any other investment. And as a further 
rise in funding is expected to be announced next 
month as part of the Government’s settlement with 
the Crown, inevitably the calls are coming for belt¬ 
tightening at Buckingham Palace. 
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Bringing millions each year into the British economy 


Forget the polls just look at the number of people in the Mall 


FROM page 13 

The Alliance says: “Britain’s finances are in a ter¬ 
rible state, and that means no area of public spend¬ 
ing should be simply signed off. Restraint where 
possible should always be welcomed. We need to 
look again at the settlement to ensure that the costs 
of the Royal Family are kept under control.” 

The Republic group - whose views are echoed by 
the Green Party - wants Britain to have no Royal 
Family at all. The existence of a monarchy, they 
argue, is “unrepresentative of a modern nation”. 

The Republicans seem to be confusing “modem” 
with “best”, assuming that what it now and current 
is, by definition, an improvement. 

But what does “modem” London think? Earlier 
this year YouGov did a poll of Londoners, asking 
for their views on the funding of the Royal Family. 
The results of the poll have never been published 
until now. 

YouGov asked: “The Royal Family’s income 
comes from the taxpayer [the Sovereign Grant] and 
their estates [the Royal Duchies of Cornwall and 
Lancaster]. For each of the following groups of the 
Royal Family, please say whether they should or 
should not receive money from the taxpayer and the 
Royal Duchies”. 

The results are interesting in revealing who are 
the favourite royals - 62 per cent of Londoners said 
that The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh should 
be publicly funded, with 29 per cent not agreeing 
and 8 per cent saying the question was too hard to 
answer. 

Fifty per cent said Prince Charles and the Duchess 
of Cornwall should be funded - as against 40 per 
cent who said that they should not - and 51 per cent 
[as against 38 per cent] are up for continuing public 
funding for the Duke of Duchess of Cambridge. 

Then the polling takes a turn for the bizarre. Ac¬ 


cording to the survey, 48 per cent of Londoners say 
that Prince Harry should not be funded, as opposed 
to 41 per cent who say that he should. 

This is weird because another YouGov poll, com¬ 
missioned for Newsweek last year, put Harry as our 
No 1 favourite royal, ranking him in the top six 
above The Queen, William, Kate, the Duke of Ed¬ 
inburgh and Prince of Wales [tied in fifth place] and 
Prince George. 

Now clearly, as the Labour and Lib-Dem Parties 
ruefully know from recent experience, one should 
not put complete and utter tmst in the polls as they 
often read it wrong. 

British media 

And one misreading in all of this Republicanism, 
with its let’s ban the Beefeaters, abolish Trooping 
of the Colour, shut the Tower of London and every¬ 
thing else that by definition would go along with 
dismantling the tourist attraction of the monarchy, 
is that it fails to take account of a weighty view of 
the British media. 

Not having a Royal Family would decimate the 
news industry, for whom the Royal Family are its 
biggest sellers - look at the recent blanket coverage 
of the birth of Princess Charlotte for evidence of 
that fact, put a royal baby on the front of your news¬ 
paper and sales soar. And sales soar because that’s 
what the people want to read about, that’s what is 
popular. If it wasn’t, newspapers which are affected 
by public demand as much as any other business, 
would not do it. 

So perhaps the most accurate way to evaluate the 
worth of the Royal Family is not by polls or ac¬ 
countancy but empirically, by simple rule of thumb 
- like looking at the turn-out in the Mall next week¬ 
end for Trooping The Colour. 

Do you think the crowds will come? Or will 
everybody stay at home to eat crisps? 
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F 1ULL details of future and recent events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many members of The 
Royal Family are available from the official 
website www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London 
schedule for the week ahead for Where To See A 
Royal. 

• Tuesday, June 9th 

The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh will attend 
the Gurkha 200 Reception and Pageant at the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea. 

The Princess Royal, as President of Save the Chil¬ 
dren UK, will attend the Summer in the City 10th An¬ 
niversary Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum. 
The Duke of Gloucester will attend a Concert in aid 
of the International Trust for Croatian Monuments at 
Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Square. 

• Wednesday, June 10th 

The Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall will 
host a tea for veterans and members of the Battle of 
Britain Fighter Association. Clarence House. The 
Prince of Wales, is Patron, the Battle of Britain 
Fighter Association. 

The Duchess of Cornwall, President of the type 1 
diabetes charity, JDRF, will attend Art Antiques Lon¬ 
don Party in the Park at Kensington Gardens. 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of International Stu¬ 
dents House, will attend a 50th Anniversary Garden 
Party at the International Students House, Great Port¬ 
land Street. 

The Princess Royal, as Warden of The Fishmongers' 
Company, will attend the 'Sunset, Sunrise and Hori¬ 
zon' Wardens Meeting and Dinner at the Fishmon¬ 
gers' Hall, London Bridge. 

The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, as Royal Pa¬ 
trons, will attend a Reception to celebrate the new 
presentation of The Waddesdon Bequest at the British 
Museum, Great Russell Street. 

The Duke of Kent, as Colonel, will attend the Scots 
Guards Council Meeting at Wellington Barracks, 
Birdcage Walk, Westminster. 

Princess Alexandra, as Royal Patron, will attend 
Richmond Park Reflections, an evening of music, 
poety and song in aid of the Holly Lodge Centre, in 
The Belvedere, Pembroke Lodge, Richmond Park. 

• Thursday, June 11th 

The Prince of Wales will attend a reception for the 
Royal Warrant Holder Association to mark their 
175th anniversary. St James's Palace State Apart¬ 
ments. 


The Duke of Cambridge will attend a Reception for 
Jewish Care at Alexandra Palace. 

The Countess of Wessex, as Chairman of The Duke 
of Edinburgh's Award Women's Network Fomm, will 
chair a Meeting at Buckingham Palace. 

The Countess of Wessex, as President of Girlguid- 
ing, will attend a Lunch at Royal Over-Seas League, 
Over-Seas House, Park Place, St. James's Street. 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of The Not Forgotten 
Association, will hold a Garden Party at Buckingham 
Palace. 

The Princess Royal, as Warden, The Fishmongers' 
Company, will attend a Committee of Wardens Meet¬ 
ing, a General Court Meeting and a Luncheon at the 
Fishmongers' Hall, London Bridge. 

June 12th 

The Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall will 
attend an exhibition entitled 'The Last of the Tide' - a 
series of twelve portraits of D-Day veterans associ¬ 
ated with Their Royal Highnesses' regiments, com¬ 
missioned by The Prince of Wales, President, The 
Royal Drawing School. Their Royal Highnesses will 
also meet veterans and artists at a reception, The 
Queen's Gallery, Buckingham Palace Road. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as President, the Britain- 
Nepal Society, will attend a Reception at the Embassy 
of Nepal, 12A Kensington Palace Gardens. 

• Saturday, June 13th 

The Queen will take the Salute at The Queen's Birth¬ 
day Parade. Later Her Majesty will take the Salute at 
a fly past of Royal Air Force aircraft from the Bal¬ 
cony of Buckingham Palace. 

• Monday, June 15th 

The Countess of Wessex, as Patron of Shooting Star 
Chase, will attend 'Lead Belly Fest' at the Royal Al¬ 
bert Hall, Kensington Gore. 

• Tuesday, June 16th 

The Duke of Kent, as Deputy Colonel-in-Chief, The 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards will attend a Waterloo 
Day Lunch at the Cavalry and Guards Club, 127 Pic¬ 
cadilly. 

Wednesday, June 17th 

The Duke of Kent, as President will attend a 
Wellington College bi-centennial Waterloo dinner at 
The Guildhall, Gresham Street. 

Thursday, June 18th 

The Earl of Wessex and the Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester will attend the Service of Commemora¬ 
tion for the Bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo at 
St. Paul's Cathedral. 
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Veterans of the Battle of Britain Fighter Association 


Prince entertains the few of The Few 



■ PRINCE Charles, Patron of the Battle of Britain Fighter Association joined the veterans at 
a service of thanksgiving last year 


O N June 18 th 75 years ago, Winston 
Churchill stood to address a hushed 
House of Commons with a trou¬ 
bled heart. 

It was little more than a month since he had re¬ 
placed Neville Chamberlain as Prime Minister to lead 
the wartime coalition Government and all around him 
was chaos, the air heavy with the chimes of doom. 
Much of Europe was already under the heel of the 
Nazi jackboot, the surrender of France was just four 
days away, it was only a fortnight since Britain had 
bravely rescued the 350,000 fighting men that re¬ 
mained of its army from the shores of Dunkirk, every 
mother in the nation feared for the future of her child 
and every soul in the land was prepared for the Ger¬ 
man invasion. 

For Churchill, the task ahead of him in his speech 
was enormous. With families and fighters gathered 
around radios all over Britain to hear him, he knew 
that he had to find the words that would give his 
countrymen the will to win in the face of impossible 
odds. 

He spoke for 30 minutes, cataloguing the disasters 
of the recent past and interspersing the litany of the 
threat that lay ahead with his typical contempt for 
giving in. And then the growl of defiance hit its 
stride. 

“The Battle of France is over,” he said, “the Battle 
of Britain is about to begin. 

“Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian 
civilisation. Upon it depends our own British life, and 
the long continuity of our institutions and our Empire. 

“The whole fury and might of the enemy must very 
soon be turned on us. Hitler knows that he will have 
to break us in this island or lose the war. If we can 
stand up to him, all Europe may be freed and the life 
of the world may move forward into broad, sunlit up¬ 
lands.... 

“But if we fail, then the whole world, including the 
United States, including all that we have known and 
cared for, will sink into 
the abyss of a new dark 
age made more sinister, 
and perhaps more pro¬ 
tracted, by the lights of 
perverted science. 

“Let us therefore brace 
ourselves to our duties, 
and so bear ourselves, 
that if the British Em¬ 
pire and its Common¬ 
wealth— last for a 
thousand years, men 
will still say, this was 
their finest hour.” 

With those words, 
defining the superior 
might of the pen, 

Churchill inspired a 
courage the like of 
which and the importance of which has never been 
rivalled in history nor to this day. For it was those 
words which propelled just 3,000 aircrew - outnum¬ 
bered in both men and machine by 5 to 1 - to take to 
the air to save Britain, the world and freedom. 

There are only about 100 of those men left around 
the world and this week the Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall will host a tea at Clarence 
House for them, the few of The Few, the veterans and 
members of the Battle of Britain Fighter Association. 

The Prince of Wales is Patron of the Battle of 
Britain Fighter Association and in that role he repre¬ 
sents the nation’s pride and its gratitude. 

The Battle Of Britain lasted from July 10 th to Octo¬ 
ber 31 st 1940 and it was nothing else other than this 
country’s desperate fight for survival, the future in 
the hands of brave men who were little more than 
boys. 

The German Luftwaffe knew that in order to suc¬ 
cessfully invade the UK, they had to achieve air su¬ 
premacy and that meant smashing the RAF. The 
Luftwaffe’s initial estimate was that it would take just 
four days to obliterate RAF Fighter Command. 

As it happened, they got their sums wrong. 

But who were The Few? 

“The average member of the British public in the 
Spring of 1940 probably thought of the typical RAF 


by Geoff Baker 

pilot as carefree, out for a good time, doing a bit of 
flying within a club setting and able to impress the 
ladies on a Saturday night with the lads,” says the 
RAF on its page of tribute to the heroes of skies. 

“In reality nothing was further from the truth. 
Wartime flying, piloting a 350 mph fighter daily to 
within an inch of your life, was in fact a deadly seri¬ 
ous business requiring a cool head and a steady, cal¬ 
culating nerve. Only a fool would treat it casually as, 
if he did, he would soon be bounced by a Me 109 and 
become another name on a war memorial. 

“The average age of an RAF pilot in 1940 was 
about 20 years. Some were as young as 18 and there 
were others over 30. In those days, with the age of 
majority set at 21, many of the RAF’s Battle of 
Britain pilots were not old enough to vote but not too 
young to lay down their lives in the face of a life and 
death struggle to save Britain from coming under the 
tyranny of the Nazis. 

Swelled the ranks 

“Not all were British - in fact Fighter Command 
was a cosmopolitan mix. There were Poles (141), 
Czechs (87), Belgians (24) and Free French (13) who 
swelled the ranks along with those from the British 
Commonwealth and other nations who answered the 
call for pilots wanting to defend freedom. 

“Roughly two-thirds of the 3,000 or so RAF pilots 
who flew in the Battle of Britain were officers, the 
other third being sergeant and flight sergeant pilots. 

“In 1940 a pilot officer could expect to earn £264 
per annum, roughly equivalent to just over £30,000 
in today’s money, and non-commissioned officers 
quite a bit less, despite facing the same dangers: both 
received an allowance (flying pay) recognising their 
aircrew status. 

“In addition their numbers were beefed up with pi¬ 
lots from the Auxiliary Air Force (AAF) - made up 
those from the largely middle and upper classes who 
trained at weekend (hence they earned the nickname 


“weekend warriors”), who provided a civilian pool 
of extra capability during emergencies. 

“One fighter squadron - 601 (County of London) 
Sqn was known as the “Millionaires’ mob” because 
it was formed by a group of wealthy aristocrats. But 
on the outbreak of war the AAF was subsumed into 
the RAF and its squadrons became normal frontline 
squadrons. 

“Other sources of manpower were the University 
Air Squadrons (UASs), created to attract young talent 
to the Service, and the Volunteer Reserve (RAFVR). 

“Outnumbered 5 to 1 by both machine and men, 
RAF pilots had radar and one significant other ad¬ 
vantage over the Germans - they were defending 
their homeland. 

“If a pilot crashed or baled out over land he was 
likely to be over friendly territory. It was an alto¬ 
gether different story for a German pilot. Once they 
had left the shores of northern Europe they were in 
hostile skies for nearly the rest of the sortie. During 
engagements they could easily run short of fuel since 
no German aircraft in 1940 had been designed with 
long range operations in mind. 

“The cost of the Battle was high - of the nearly 
3,000 aircrew who fought in the Battle of Britain 544 
lost their lives and of the remainder a further 814 died 
before the end of the War. The Battle of Britain Mon¬ 


ument on the Victoria Embankment records the 
names of the 2,936 flyers from the 15 nations who 
flew for Britain in the Battle.” 

On August 16 th 1940 Winston Churchill emerged 
from a bunker at RAF Uxbridge after visiting the No 
11 Group operations room during a day of air battle. 
He told his aide, Major General Hastings Ismay, 
“Don’t speak to me, I have never been so moved”. 

After the great man had sat in solemn silence for 
several minutes, some words came to him. Four days 
later, he recited them to the House of Commons: 

“The gratitude of every home in our island, in our 


Empire and indeed throughout the world, except in 
the abodes of the guilty, goes out to the British air¬ 
men, who, undaunted by odds, unwearied in their 
constant challenge and mortal danger, are turning the 
tide of the world war by their prowess and devotion. 

“Never in the field of human conflict was so much 
owed by so many to so few.” 

Seventy five years of freedom on, the spirit on that 
gratitude will be delivered again by The Prince Of 
Wales this week to the remaining Few of our finest 
hour, an hour that will never be forgotten. 
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There is a real shortage of foster carers in your area. 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Appearing at Glastonbury and with a new album 


How does Lulu do it? 



M any are the mys¬ 
teries of modern 
life. Why did so 
many buy 50 Shades Of 
Grey? Does Boris Johnson 
own a hairbrush? And how 
does Lulu do it? 

This year Lulu marks 50 
years of stardom but, moreover, 
50 years of looking and sound¬ 
ing fabulous. Yes, we all know 
that she started young but even 
so, how is when all of her con¬ 
temporaries are looking their 
age that Lulu never seems to? 

Recently the former Rear of 
the Year won another poll when 
she was named the artist who 
looked better for her age than 
anybody; beating Elle McPher¬ 
son, Amanda Holden, Johnny 
Depp, Jagger, McCartney and 
even David Beckham and Halle 
Berry. 

Although she is 66, most peo¬ 
ple polled said she dressed and 
looked like she was 38. The poll 
was for the hair transplant cen¬ 
tre Crown Clinic and, pre¬ 
dictably, it came with a quote 
from a hair surgeon who said, 
“the message is clear, if you 
want to stay at the top then look 
after your hair”. 

I’m pretty sure that there’s 
got to be more to it than that, her 
own range of skin products - 
Lulu’s Time Bomb - for 
starters. But for Lulu herself, the 
answer is also in the singing. 

“It’s all about the music for 
me; everything else I do, keep¬ 
ing fit, trying to look as good as 
I can for my age, it is all because 
of the music,” she says. 

This month Lulu, the only 
woman in the world who has 
worked with the Stones, David 
Bowie, Elton John, Paul Mc¬ 
Cartney and Take That, notches 
up another youthful first when 
she takes to the stage at Glaston¬ 
bury. 

It is one of at least three 
festivals that Lulu 
will be playing 
this summer. 


by Geoff Baker 

Although she started in stardom 
at the age of 15 with her Top 
Ten cover of the Isley Brothers’ 
song “Shout”, she has never 
done festivals before. But for 
Lulu, “never before” have been 
watchwords of her career, like 
working with Take That. 

“People always ask me what 
it was like working with Take 
That and I always say it was 
wonderful, but it was actually 
hell; they were awful, they were 
so unattractive, let’s face it, 
working with young men. 

“Are you kidding! It was an 
amazing experience and some¬ 
thing that I never would have 
expected. Although when the 
offer came through I thought 
‘how ridiculous, me singing 
with these kids, these young 
boys, really?”’ 


It's all about the 
music for me; 
everything else 
I do, keeping fit, 
trying to look as 
good as I can for 
my age, it is all 
because of the 
music ^ 


As with many national treas¬ 
ures, she underestimates the 
iconic status that will make 
Glastonbury go mad for her, 
quite simply because she’s Lulu. 
Yes there are bigger-selling 
recording artists, but they’re not 
Lulu. Ask David Bowie why he 
recorded with her and that’s his 
answer - “well, because she’s 
Lulu” - Paul McCartney will 
tell you the same; in a world 
where much is relative, Lulu is 
an absolute. 

And what 


makes her that is this ever- 
changing thing that she has al¬ 
ways had going. Not for Lulu 
are the golden oldies tours that 
sell off nostalgia, for her it is all 
about now. 

“I don’t listen to old music, I 
listen to what is now,” she says. 

“From the business point of 
view, it’s all about youth. But 
even the people I love like 
Bruno Mars, Pharrell, Ed 
Sheeran, Sam Smith and Ri- 
hanna, they are all influenced by 
the people I loved way back in 
the day. 

“I’m not trying to be them, 
I’m not trying to be those kids 
and I’m not trying to be young, 
but there is a thread.” 

The thread is tied up in 
“Making Life Rhyme”, her first 
album in a decade and her first 
ever where she has written her 
songs herself. 

“I hadn’t recorded for several 
years as I had been doing a lot 
of acting, but I did want to get 
back into the studio and record 
some old songs, I was thinking 
of doing a blues album, cover¬ 
ing some of the classics. 

“But I thought, it’s a waste of 
time, no-one’s interested in me 
and I will never get a record 
deal, who’s going to buy it? 

“But then my manager came 
back from Decca and said that 
the record company was inter¬ 
ested but they liked the idea of 
me doing new songs rather than 
covering old ones. Frankly, the 
idea of a label giving me a deal 
if I wrote my own songs was the 
furthest thing from my mind. 

“But my brother and I and a 
couple of really good writers sat 
down and did this whole album 
of self-penned songs. It was an 
amazing experience for me be¬ 
cause I didn’t ever think that at 
this age and at this stage of the 
game I would be writing my 
own songs. It’s like I’ve been 
given another chance, a cat with 
nine lives; it’s a re-birth for me.” 

It’s been quite a life - her first 
BBC TV series at the age of 17, 
her first movie a year later, with 
Sidney Poitier in “To Sir With 
Love”, reaching No 1 in the 
States with the title track song 
from the film, and then winning 
the Eurovision Song Contest 
with “Boom Bang A Bang”, still 
the definitive Euro song. 

“I know if s a rotten song but 
I won, so who cares?” she once 
told the late John Peel. “I’d have 
sung ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’ 
standing on my head if that’s 
what it took to win. I am just so 
glad that I didn’t finish second 
like all of the other Brits before 
me, that would have been 
awful.” 

She should talk to this year’s 
low-pointed British entry if she 
wants to discuss awful, but she 
won’t be as she’s taking her 
fresh songs from her new album 



“The Answer Is Love”, “Faith 
In You” and “Every Single Day” 
that she’s up there rocking with 
the best of them. 

“It’s crazy to think that this is 
a first for me, at this age, it’s 
kind of outrageous and I should 
have started writing when I was 
young. It was a big mistake not 
to have done, but it fits well 
with me now. This album is al¬ 
lowing me to open up and it’s 
like I’ve grown up. 

“But in another way, it also 
feels like I’m just beginning.” 

If you’re going to Glaston¬ 
bury, check her out. After all 
this time, she’s still got the best 
growl in the business. 


■ LULU has realeased a new album of her own 
new songs and will be appearing at Glaston¬ 
bury this month. Below Luly pictured in 1962 


out to the massive festival 
crowds. 

The critics are saying that 
“Making Life Rhyme” is the 
best album that Lulu has ever 
made. The Daily Telegraph’s in¬ 
fluential rock writer Neil Mc¬ 
Cormick wrote that it is “a 
triumphant modern soul blast, 
full of big, heart-felt songs that 
reclaim her place as one of 
British pop’s most distinctive 
and expressive voices. It is a re¬ 
minder that before Amy Wine- 
house, before Adele, there was 
Lulu.” 

The critics have also hailed 
the album because unlike the 
bouncier, bubbly hits for which 
she is better known, the new 
songs reveal a vulnerability that 
we have not heard in Lulu be¬ 
fore. 

“I have had an amazing life 
but like everybody I’ve had my 
ups and downs and disappoint¬ 
ments, and I’ve dealt with a lot 
of sadness in my life,” said 
Lulu, whose two marriages 


failed and 

who, as a 
child, en¬ 

dured a very 
anxious 
childhood as 
her parents 
relationship 
is best de¬ 
scribed as stormy. 

“But, being an artist, I am 
now able to put all of those 
things into songs. My mother 
would say ‘I hope you’re not 
going to be a Moaning Minnie’, 
but it’s not about me moaning, 
it’s about me expressing myself 
in maybe a more vulnerable 
way than I would have done 
when I was young.” 

That said, “Making Life 
Rhyme” does not find Lulu cry¬ 
ing into her cup. For the rocker 
- which is what she essentially 
is, forget the Eurovision and the 
light entertainment days, this is 
still the Brit with the best rasp¬ 
ing soul voice around - shows 
magnificently on tracks like 
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FOCUS ON FOSTER CARE FORTNIGHT 


Can you offer a foster child a home? 



A s Foster Care Fortnight gets under 
way there are hundreds of children 
nationwide seeking a home. 

Across the three boroughs of Kensington and 
Chelsea, Westminster and Hammersmith & Fulham 
the number of children in care has declined consis¬ 
tently over the past six years thanks to a combination 
of factors including effective support children and 
young people remaining with their families. 

However that said, the three boroughs currently 
have about 25 children in need of a foster home. This 
figure fluctuates but what remains constant is the need 
to recruit new foster carers to look 
after children on a short or long-term 
basis. 

You don’t need any formal qualifi¬ 
cations to become a foster carer. The 
minimum requirement is to have your 
own home and a spare bedroom but 
equally important is the personal 
qualities the person brings to the job. 

Foster carers need to be selfless, 
caring, and have time to chat, to lis¬ 
ten, to act as chauffeur and chaperone 
for contact visits, hospital appoint¬ 
ments, attend school parents’ 
evenings and more. 

And another quality foster carers 
need is to be resilient because, after 
you’ve provided the home, been there 24/7, laughed, 
sympathised, cuddled, praised, been an advocate, ar¬ 
gued and made sure the house rules were respected 
you have to be prepared to have your heart ‘ever so 
slightly broken’ each time the placement ends and be 
willing to start the whole process all over again when 
you get a new child to foster. 

Foster carers Ray and Joan Hill and Lloyd and 
Teresa Ochola have between them looked after nearly 


200 children over the past 25 years and they all agree 
that the final parting is difficult. 

“It’s a wrench for the entire family. But if you did 
not miss them you would not be doing your job,” says 
Joan, who with Ray has received a special award for 
fostering 100 children at ceremony. 

“The heartache is worth it because the most impor¬ 
tant thing you can do is love children and try and give 
them a good start in life.” 

Teresa, who with Lloyd fosters older boys aged from 
12 to 18 years, agrees. “No matter how challenging a 
boy is it is a wrench when they leave. I start preparing 
myself six months beforehand. It is a real bereavement 
and loss that you go through. No 
matter what your relationship was 
you feel it. Sometimes when they 
don’t come back you feel hurt, but 
deep down you know they are show¬ 
ing you that they can cope.” 

“And when they do come back 
you’re there for them just as parents 
are for their adult children,” adds 
Lloyd. “Two years ago we had two 
siblings turn up that we had fostered. 
Their mother had died and they 
wanted help with the funeral, one of 
them did not have a suit. So, of 
course, we bought it. Well, what 
would you do if your child left home 
and came back looking for help?”. 

Both couples also agree that anyone considering 
taking up fostering because it is paid should think 
again. While the money is important and a concession 
on the council tax bill a welcome benefit, the primary 
motivating factor should be a love of children. 

“You should not do it just for the money. Only do it 
if you really love looking after children and have a lot 
of attention and time. It is really time consuming. It is 


not about sitting round at home, often there are high 
levels of contact visits required or sometimes hospital 
appointments to be kept.” says Ray. 

Sleepless nights can be a feature - if they are babies 
they may not sleep through the night if they are 
teenagers they may be out at night and you may be 
waiting for the call to come and collect. 

“The key is to accept people and don’t be judge¬ 
mental. You have to be willing to give up part of your 
life. There is good support from social workers but 
you need to be self-reliant and able to deal with situ¬ 
ations as they arise,” says Lloyd. 

Enriching the family 

“We had one boy that came to us from a secure 
mental hospital, he started fires, we took him and 
there were a few incidents which meant Teresa could 
not sleep at night so she spoke to him to understand 
what was behind his actions. 

“So she asked him ‘what is this about?’ It turned out 
that in his country kids often started small fires for 
company, just like someone might go for a run here. 

“Once she discussed things it ceased to be a prob¬ 
lem.” 

The fostering experience enriches the whole family, 
Ray and Joan’s grown up adopted daughter, 
Annabelle, explains. “It helps you become a broad¬ 
minded family. It is so nice to grow up in a family 
that is constantly evolving but where everyone loves 
each other. “ 

She is keen to point out that: “Fostering young ba¬ 
bies is no picnic. Mum and Dad deal with babies 
born to addicts who are addicts themselves. They cry 
constantly for weeks and then it is amazing you see 
them become healthy and contented.” 

“It can be a struggle but we cope” adds Joan. 


“Where possible we meet the parents and tell them 
that we are not here to take over your children or re¬ 
place you and then it can work better. Some place¬ 
ments require a high level of contact with birth 
parents.” 

Lloyd and Teresa like to meet the boys before they 
are placed with them. “We talk to them and are sat¬ 
isfied that they want to come and live with us. Of 
course this is not always possible, sometimes there 
are emergency placements. But where possible we 
like to meet. 

“We say” explains Teresa, “you respect us and we 
will respect you. No swearing in the house and don’t 
steal. If you are short tell us’. You have to treat every¬ 
one as an individual.” 

If proof is needed that fostering is a rewarding ex¬ 
perience you only have to look at their own adult chil¬ 
dren. One of Lloyd’s and Teresa’s daughters fosters 
children and Ray and Joan’s elder son Christian and 
his wife are considering becoming foster parents. 

Currently the three boroughs have 235 foster carers 
who between them look after 474 children but more 
are needed. 

If you want to find out more you can attend one of 
three information days being organised during Foster 
Care Fortnight or email. Remember no formal qual¬ 
ifications needed - just a big heart and be prepared 
to give some of it away. 

Information days will be held on: 

• Thursday, June, 25th 10am -12 noon Westminster 
City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 6QP 

• Thursday, June,25th 6pm - 8pm, Westminster City 
Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 6QP 



% The heartache is 
worth it because 
the most 
important thing 
you can do is love 
children and try 
and give them a 
good start 
in life ^ 


Two couples who have fostered 200 children in 25 years 


RAY and Joan adopted Christian and Annabelle 
(pictured above) over 30 years ago and subse¬ 
quently started to foster children. They went on 
to adopt one of their foster children, Warren 
who is now aged 15. 

“We adopted our children first and then we 
started fostering older children. But as our own 
children were small it was more difficult with 
older children so we starting fostering younger 
ones,” said Joan 

Ray said the couple are a bit bemused to re¬ 
ceive an award for doing something they both 
enjoy. “But it is nice to have form of recogni¬ 
tion” Joan was not keen. “We don’t need an 
aware,” she said,” 

Lloyd and Teresa (pictured top right) have 
three girls of their own and felt fostering boys 
was a better fit. “We started with girls but they 
can be more volatile,” explained Teresa 

“At one stage we took four siblings (one girl 


and three boys), we wanted to keep them to¬ 
gether. At the same time we had two other sib¬ 
lings as their mum was in rehab and we had to 
take them for regular contact visits. 

“So we had three sets of school runs.” Our old¬ 
est daughter helped with one, Lloyd took the run 
furthest away from home, Teresa did the nearest 
run nearest while her mum looked after the 
house. 

“If you take a child and its gets difficult try 
and to give up”, advises Lloyd. “One boy we fos¬ 
tered had been in 14 different homes. Another 
came for a two week time-out foster period, to 
provide respite for his permanent foster carers, 
and stayed with us for over three years. He is 39 
now. We’ve been to both his weddings. He was 
married twice and has five children, he still 
keeps in contact and will ring if one of the chil¬ 
dren are ill and he wants to talk.” 


We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in London that we want to hear 
about. There's a brilliant community spirtit in Central and West London. If 
you help to run a local organisation make sure your events are featured in 
our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to:- 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 
Fulham Chronicle 
Kensington & Chelsea News 
Westminster & Pimlico News 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


The joy of proper afternoon tea 


Whether you're after a proper traditional afternoon tea or 
something more quirky or original there are dozens of places 
in London where you can indulge and enjoy 



Brown's Hotel offers award-winning af¬ 
ternoon tea served in the English Tea 
Room, complete with wood panelling, 
fireplaces and original artworks. Relax to 
the sounds of the baby grand piano as you 
enjoy finger sandwiches, pastries, scones 
and cakes from the trolley. There's a 
choice of 17 teas, and two tea sommeliers 
to help you choose. 

How about a sedate afternoon tea cruise 
along the River Thames, courtesy of City 
Cruises, while passing some of London’s 
most famous sights. You’ll be served a se¬ 
lection of finger sandwiches, fluffy 
scones with clotted cream and jam, as 
well as delicious cakes accompanied by 
unlimited tea and coffee.. The on-board 
bar serves a range of alcoholic and non¬ 
alcoholic drinks. 

In Fortnum & Mason's Diamond Jubilee 
Tea Salon you can choose from a range 
of teas selected by Fortnum's tea taster. 
The menu includes finger sandwiches, 
scones and cakes from the Highgrove 
Cake Carriage. You can request meat, 
fish, dairy or gluten-free teas. 

Enjoy afternoon tea up on the roof with 
breathtaking views of the river Thames 
and St Paul's Cathedral. If the weather is 
fine, take your afternoon tea al fresco at 
the OXO Tower Restaurant, Bar and 
Brasserie. The "Not Afternoon Tea" se¬ 
lection also includes seasonal and choco¬ 
late variations, plus a special champagne 
celebration version for two. 


Madonna, Gwyneth Paltrow and the 
Beckhams have all been spotted here 

The Savoy's tea is served in the historic 
Thames Foyer, accompanied by a pianist 
playing on one of the hotel's traditional 
white pianos. Expect a selection of finger 
sandwiches, freshly baked raisin and 
plain scones, French 
pastries and Thames 
Foyer signature 
cakes, plus a huge 
selection of teas. 

Tea at The Ritz is 
nothing less than an 
institution. It has be¬ 
come so popular that 
there are now five 
sittings every day at 
11.30am, 1.30pm, 

3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm. Booking at least four weeks in 
advance is essential. Afternoon tea is 
served in the elegant Palm Court with 
music by a pianist or a harpist. 

Claridge's was awarded the Tea Guild's 
Top London Afternoon Tea in 2011. The 
luxurious tea includes finger sandwiches, 
sweet pastries, freshly baked raisin and 
apple scones with jam and cream, and a 
choice of almost 40 teas. This popular af¬ 
ternoon tea is served daily at 1pm, 3pm, 
3.30pm, 5pm and 5.30pm. 

For something more unusual why not try 


the following. 

Enjoy one of London’s iconic spaces with 
a seat in the British Museum’s Great 
Court restaurant, high up underneath the 
famous sweeping glass roof partaking of 
a delicious traditional afternoon tea with 
all the trimmings - scones, jam and clot¬ 
ted cream, finger sandwiches, loose leaf 
or flowering teas, coffee and optional 
champagne. 

The Fan Museum in Greenwich is a de¬ 
lightful example of London’s quirky spe¬ 
cialist museums. Afternoon tea is only 
available with entry to the museum, but 
that’s no hardship considering the fasci¬ 
nating collection housed within. The meal 
is served in the museum’s Orangery - a 
light-filled room overlooking a Japanese 
style garden. 

Chocolate lovers will melt for One Ald- 
wych’s Charlie & The Chocolate Fac¬ 
tory-inspired afternoon tea. Served in the 
hotel’s gorgeous lobby bar, the menu fea¬ 
tures homemade candyfloss, caramel 
chocolate milk as well as traditional fare. 
Indulge in the optional extra of a Cocktail 
Charlie - whisky, Grand Marnier Cherry 
and chocolate bitters topped with cham¬ 
pagne. 


Pop into the Sanderson restaurant at the 
eponymous 5-star hotel for a magical 
Mad Hatter’s Afternoon Tea. You’ll thor¬ 
oughly appreciate this trip down the rab¬ 
bit hole, with clever touches including 
vintage-book menus and quirky delica¬ 
cies such as marshmallow mushrooms, 
carrot meringue and Swiss roll-style 
sandwiches that scream “eat me” and 
“drink me” 

A truly stylish way to combine sightsee¬ 
ing and afternoon tea is the Vintage Open 
Top Bus Afternoon Tea Tour. Travel on 
a vintage 1950s open-top bus around 



The Athenaeum was a recent winner of 
the Tea Guild's Top London Afternoon 
Tea award, having won the accolade in 
2012. Served in the welcoming Garden 
Room with its views of the vertical living 
wall, this tea features a range of sand¬ 
wiches, pastries and scones alongside a 
choice of tea or champagne - honey used 
for the tea is sourced from Regent's Park. 

If you're a fan of fashion, head to The 
Berkeley's Caramel Room for the Pret- 
a-Portea tea. The eclairs, cakes and fan¬ 
cies are all inspired by the latest fashion 
collections, and are served in miniature 
mouthfuls for the figure-conscious. 



London, stopping for photos at West¬ 
minster Abbey, the Tower of London 
and Buckingham Palace. Then you’ll 
be dropped at the elegant Criterion 
Restaurant for a traditional British af¬ 
ternoon tea with champagne. 

For for details or to book any of 
the afternoon teas go to www.visit- 
london.com. Please note pre-book¬ 
ing is strongly advised and dress 
codes apply in some places. 



MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


Asian summer fruit 
salad 

Serves 4 

T HIS is a great fragrant fruit salad: if you can't get all of the 
fresh ingredients for the syrup don't worry too much, as you 
can buy dried lime leaves and lemongrass which will work 
fine for the salad. 

300-400g mixed berries 

A handful of Thai basil leaves (or ordinary basil) 

For the syrup 

2 sticks of lemongrass, chopped 
8 lime leaves 

50g root ginger, scraped and thinly sliced 
1 star anise 
150g caster sugar 
150g water 

Bring all of the ingredients for the syrup to the boil and simmer 
for 5 minutes; leave to infuse for an hour or so. Strain through a 
fine-meshed sieve and either chill or use at room temperature. Put 
the berries into a serving bowl and pour the syrup over. Serve with 
thick cream, yogurt or creme fraiche and scatter the basil leaves 
over the top. 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC * THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 


Hamlet for £10 


T HE highly an¬ 
ticipated Lynd- 
sey Turner’s 
production of Hamlet 
starring Benedict 
Cumberbatch in the 
title role at the Barbi¬ 
can Theatre from Au¬ 
gust 5th will offer 
audiences 100 £10 
tickets for every per¬ 
formance. 

Sixty of the Sky Arts 
£10 tickets will be sold in ad¬ 
vance via the Barbican website 
in an on-line ballot and 30 will 
be available as day-seats. 

The final 10 will be sold via a 
select number of charities who 
work with under-privileged 
young people. In total, there will 
be over 8,500 £10 seats made 
available for this production 
during the run. 

From 10am on Friday, May 
29th until 10am on Tuesday 
June 16th, the general public 
will have the opportunity to 
enter the lottery ticket ballot by 
visiting http://hamletbarbican.oig.uk 
to apply for up to two tickets. 

Phil Edgar-Jones, Director of 
Sky Arts, said: “At Sky Arts we 


firmly believe 
that the arts 
should be ac¬ 
cessible to 
everyone 
and it is won¬ 
derful that 
this hotly an¬ 
ticipated pro¬ 
duction of 

Hamlet will 
be open for so 
many more 
people to 

share.” 

The Hamlet 
cast also includes Leo Bill as 
Horatio, Sian Brooke as Ophe¬ 


lia, Anastasia Hilleas Gertrude, 
Ciaran Hinds as Claudius, 
Kobna Holdbrook-Smith as 
Laertes and Jim Nortonas Polo- 
nius. Full casting to be an¬ 
nounced soon. 

Hamlet will be broadcast to 
cinemas around the world on 
Thursday October 15th as part 
of National Theatre Live - the 
National Theatre’s ground¬ 
breaking project which broad¬ 
casts plays live from the stage to 
over 550 cinemas in the UK and 
over 44 countries internation¬ 
ally. Details of all screenings, 
including encore performances, 
can be found at ntlive.com 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


The Monotone Man visits Hammersmith 


FOLLOWING five star reviews at the Edinburgh 
fringe festival and winning the Les Enfants Terri- 
bles award, The Human Zoo Theatre Company is 
bringing its new production The Monotone Man 
to the Lyric Hammersmith. 

As part of the Lyric's free theatre in the square 
the company, who originally met at school, will 
perform their very unique style of physical theatre 
on June 16th and 17th. 

Artistic Director, Florence O'Mahony, said: 
"We're a very visual, playful company and it's a 
big clowning show. We've got two trampolines and 
some commuter scooters which is all good fun. It 
all starts in black and white and it's a celebration 
of human connections, however small. From 
someone helping you if you've dropped your shop¬ 
ping bags to sharing an umbrella in the rain. 
We're trying to encourage human interactions 
and connections and we've got an online hub for 


people to share their stories of strangers being 
kind. We're using it as a springboard to develop 
the show." 

The performances will be at lunch times so peo¬ 
ple can enjoy the ambience of the square and 
watch the show during their break from work. 

Florence added: "We've got a really clever city 
soundtrack developed by the very talented Jason 
Nolan who we worked with on our last produc¬ 
tion. There are bits of audience interaction and al¬ 
though it starts in black and white it becomes a 
joyful celebration of colour." 

The company are also taking the show to the 
Greenwich International Festival, Imagine Wat¬ 
ford and the Latitude festival. 

If you would like to share your stories of kind¬ 
ness with the company go to the hub which is hu- 
mankindcollective.co.uk or visit their website 
thehumanzootheatrecompany.co .uk 



Liza with a 4 z’ for one night only 


I T was announced this week that superstar 
Liza Minnelli is to treat her British fans to 
an evening of music and memoirs at The 
London Palladium on September 20th. 

Anyone who's anyone in the world of musical 
theatre will be fighting tooth and nail to get 
their hands on tickets for the one night only 
show which will include the legendary per¬ 
former talking about her life and career, as well 
performing songs accompanied by her long 
time musical director and pianist Billy Stritch. 

Currently in her sixth decade of performing, 
Liza Minn elli is the daughter of Hollywood star 
Judy Garland and started her career as a toddler 
in the film musical In the Good Old Summer¬ 
time in 1949. She went on to win four Tony 
Awards, as well as an Oscar for her portrayal of 
Sally Bowles in the 1973 film version of Kan- 
der and Ebb's Cabaret. 

Liza said: “I’m always so excited to return to 
Britain, which I’ve considered to be a second 
home for many years. I have so many friends 
there and I look forward to being back again for 
these special intimate evenings. Whenever I do 
concerts people always say they want to hear 
about me growing up, being on Broadway, in 
the movies, the people I’ve met and worked 
with... so this will give me a chance to share a 
lot more of those stories. I can’t wait to see you 
all again!” 

An Intimate Evening with Liza Minnelli will 



her fifth engagement at the London Palladium 
- her first was in 1964 when Liza and her 
mother sold out two special concerts. To cele¬ 
brate this, Liza will be inducted into the London 
Palladium Hall of Fame and her photo will be 
hung next to her mother and alongside Frank 
Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr, Dean Martin and the 
other American stars that have performed at the 
venue from the 1950s to the present day. 

For more information visit seetickets.com 



JOIN HIM 

Royal Parks Foundation Half Marathon 
Sunday 11 October 2015 

Be a champion like Chris - reach for the finish 
line and raise funds to get us closer to a cure. 

parkinsons.org.uk/royalparkshm 
020 7963 3914 

© Parkinson's UK, April 2015 (RD1771). Registered charity in England and Wales (258197) 
and Scotland (SC037554). 


PARKINSONS* 
CHANGE ATTITUDES. 
FIND A CURE. 

JOIN US. 
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Honouring the memory of 
Armenians killed in genocide 

And celebrating the survival of the Armenian people 







london 


V 


Listings 




THE centenary of Armenian Genocide will be re¬ 
membered with a “Living Memory” event, a day 
of artistic and cultural performances at the Great 
Chelsea Hall on Friday, June 26th. 

The Armenian General Benevolent Union event 
begins at 4pm, with “Memory is Still Alive” an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings and then at 7pm, the cultural 
programme starts with a talk “Remembering the 
Armenians in Turkey Today”. The talk is then fol¬ 
lowed by recital, music and dance performed by 
talented Armenian artists. Admission to the event 
is free. 

From 1915 to 1923 two million Armenians and 
other Christian minorities such as the Assyrians 
and Greeks were ethnically cleansed from what is 
now eastern Turkey. 

Under the cover of 
World War One, the 
Committee of Union 
and Progress (CUP), the 
rulers of Turkey at the 
time, planned and exe¬ 
cuted the 1915-16 ‘de¬ 
portations’ which 
started with the illegal 
arrest, imprisonment 
and murder of the bulk 
of the Armenian intelli¬ 
gentsia including politi¬ 
cal and religious 
leaders, writers, doctors 


By Peter Hodges 

and teachers. 

The British, French and Russian governments is¬ 
sued a joint statement in May 1915 calling the 
Genocide “A crime against humanity and civiliza¬ 
tion”, and held the Turkish government and indi¬ 
vidual officials responsible and promised to 
prosecute them after World War One ended. 

Turkey was recently accused of dismissing the 
Centenary of the Armenian Genocide by changing 
the traditional date of their Gallipoli commemora¬ 
tions from April 25th to the 24th, to coincide with 
the International day of commemoration of the Ar¬ 
menian Genocide by the Ottoman Empire. 


Henry V - Lion of England 

Until Saturday, June 20th 
Upstairs at The Wheatsheaf pub,25 Rathbone 
Place, Fitzrovia, W1. Based on The Life and 
Times of Henry the Fifth' by William 
Shakespeare, 'Henry V — Lion of England' strips 
back the famous and lengthy stage play into 75 
minutes with one actor, and very few theatrical 
devices. 

Beating Retreat: Waterloo 
Remembered at Horse Guards 
Parade 

June 10th and 11 th 2015 
Dating back to the 1690s, this ceremonial 
musical event is a pageant of precision drill, 
horses, cannons and fireworks set to music. The 
event brings together The Massed Bands, 
Drums, Pipes and Corps of Drums of the 
Household Division with The King's Troop Royal 
Horse Artillery and visiting military bands from 
around the world. For 2015, the Bands of the 
Troupes de Marine and the Legion Etrangere 
(French Foreign Legion) participate in the First 
World War and D-Day 

Sanubari - Portraits in Motion 

June 11 th to July 1 st 2015, Tuesday to Sunday, 

11 am to 7pm. Monday; closed. 

An exhibition of photographs from the book 
'Fluid Lucidity'by Nirmala Karuppiah (Kuala 
Lumpur). Sanubari chronicles the photographic 
voyages of artist Nirmala Karuppiah, her 
journey spanning two decades documenting 
various dance genres, mainly the classical 
Indian discipline Odissi, Cantonese Opera, 
Northern Malaysia Malay dance-drama Mak 
Yong and the healing rituals of Main Puteri from 
the state of Kelantan. 

Art Antiques London 

June 12th- 18th 2015 

Albert Hall Memorial West Lawn, Kensington 

Gardens, SW7 (opposite the Royal Albert Hall) 

Website: www.haughton.com 

Set in the beautiful parkland of Kensington 

Gardens, the Fair's Pavilion is positioned next to 

the Albert Memorial and opposite the Royal 

College of Art and The Royal Albert Hall; it is the 

first fair to take place on the historic site of the 

Great Exhibition of 1851. 

Olympia International 
Art & Antiques Fair 

18th-28th June 2015 
Olympia National, Olympia London, 
Hammersmith Road, W14. Website: 
www.olympia-art-antiques.com 
Over 160 of the world's leading antiques 
specialist dealers will be present at the Olympia 
International Art & Antiques Fair, which is now 
in its 43rd year. With pieces ranging from £100 
to £1 million, the Fair offers the most diverse 
variety of high quality, vetted art, antiques and 
collectors' pieces than any other event in 
London. 


Artists at Home 
52 Open Studios 

June 19th to 21st 

All types of art media including painting, print 
making, textiles, jewellery, sculpture, pottery, 
bronze and photography on display in artist's 
own homes and studios in Chiswick, 
Hammersmith and Shepherd's Bush. Friday, 
6-9pm, Saturday and Sunday. Meet with the 
artists in a relaxed setting to chat and ask 
questions. For more information and a list of 
artists taking part go to www.artistsathome.net 

Lunchtime Lectures 

Thursday, June 25th 2015 

National Army Museum Lunchtime Lectures: 

The Glorious Revolution. Free lunchtime talk by 
Dr Ted Vallance. Also on July 23rd - The Women 
of Waterloo by Catriona Kennedy. 

Armenian General Benevolent 
Union presents'Living Memory' 

Friday June 26th 2015 (4 - 10.30pm) 

The magnificent Great Chelsea Hall is playing 
host to a day of artistic and cultural 
performances to markThe Centenary of 
Armenian Genocide. The event begins at 
4pm, with an exhibition of paintings'Memory 
is Still Alive'. At 7pm the cultural programme 
starts with a talk "Remembering the 
Armenians in Turkey Today", followed by 
recital, music, and dance, performed by 
talented Armenian artists. Admission is Free. 

Andre Rieu's 2015 Maastricht 
Concert at Vue Fulham 
Broadway 

July 17th - 23rd 

The king of waltz performs in his home town 
joined by his famous Johann Strauss 
Orchestra. 

Buckingham Palace 
summer opening 

August 1st to September 27th 2015 
Visit Buckingham Palace, the official London 
residence of the Queen, this summer. 
Buckingham Palace is one of the world's few 
remaining working royal palaces - don't miss 
the chance to see it. Explore the lavishly 
furnished State Rooms, containing some of 
the greatest treasures from the Royal 
Collection. Highlights include paintings by 
Rembrandt, Rubens, Vermeer and Poussin,, 
Canaletto and Claude. Sculpture by Canova 
and Chantrey. 

Exquisite examples of Sevres porcelain 
Some of the finest English and French 
furniture in the world 



Shimmy with a cider at Taste 


MORTIMER'S Orchard Cider 
Bar and Silent Disco will be re¬ 
turning to its central position in 
the heart of Taste of London in 
Regent's Park from June 17th to 
21st. 

After visitors have washed 
down culinary delicacies from 
London's top chefs with a glass 
of cider, the legendary Mor¬ 
timer’s Orchard Silent Disco will 
be on hand for people to dance 
off that extra dessert and indulge 
in some classic cheesy tunes. 

Movers and shakers at the 
silent disco will also be invited 
to post their best #SilentSelfie on 
Instagram and Twitter in a bid to 
find London's top headphone- 
wearing dancer, with a chance to 
win a meal for two at deliciously 
British restaurant, Roast. 

Taste of London annually 
brings together top restaurateurs 
with gourmet food producers 
from across the UK and the 
globe. The festival is the perfect 
place to meet up with friends and 
sample the latest in food and 
drink trends. 

Guy Lawrence, fifth generation 
cider maker of the Westons fam¬ 
ily, said: "We're really excited to 
return to Taste of London with 
Mortimer’s Orchard. This year 
our bar is set to be bigger and 
better than ever and is sure to be 
the destination of choice for fes¬ 
tival goers, whether they want to 
relax with a pint or dance the 
evening away. 

Tickets to Taste of London are 
on sale from £16 london .taste- 
festivals .com mortimersor- 
chard.co.uk/ 



This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Did you know that 
aliens love underpants 



A STRICTLY limited 
West End season of 
the family show 
Aliens Love Underpants 
comes to the Dominion 
Theatre from August 1st to 
September 5th, marking its 
return to London following 
a highly acclaimed UK 
tour. 

Based on the hugely success¬ 
ful children’s book by Claire 
Freedman and Ben Cort, the 


story of the mischievous aliens 
who come to earth on an impor¬ 
tant mission to steal everybody’s 
underpants has stunning effects, 
madcap action, original music 
and, of course, lots of crazy 
aliens! 

Aliens love underpants, of 
every shape and size but appar¬ 
ently there are none in space. 

This zany and hilarious tale is 
adapted and directed by Adam 
Bampton-Smith, Artistic Direc¬ 
tor of Big Wooden Horse The¬ 
atre Company and stars Abigail 


Carter-Simpson as Veronica, 
Mark Collier as Mr Stevens, 
Eve Pearson-Wright as Mum 
and Alex James Ellison as 
Timmy. 

First published in 2007, Aliens 
Love Underpants has sold more 
than three million copies around 
the world and it has become a 
firm family favourite. It was 
listed as the most borrowed chil¬ 
dren’s book from UK libraries in 
2013, and it has been translated 
into 46 languages. 




ALWAYS keen to see 
something new, I jumped 
at the chance to attend the 
press night of James 
Freedman Man of Steal at 
the Trafalgar Studios. 

After reading a few reviews 
from its run at the Menier 
Chocolate Factory, I have to 
admit some of my excitement 
was replaced with trepidation 
when I realised what the show 
entailed. The clue is in the title 
of the piece, in that rather than 


by Nicky Sweetland 

having anything to do with Su¬ 
perman (which is what I stu¬ 
pidly thought), it is actually 
about the mechanics of being a 
pickpocket. 

Freedman, pictured, is a mas¬ 
ter craftsman in the field of 
sleight-of-hand magic and il¬ 
lustrates the ways in which 
thieves can gain almost any¬ 
thing from you if you don't 
give due care and attention to 
your valuables. 

The hour-long performance 


includes an abundance of audi¬ 
ence interaction and participa¬ 
tion in a quite frightening 
lesson in felony. 

With stories from the crimi¬ 
nal underworld and anecdotes 
from his youth, Freedman 
teaches the audience ways in 
which they can protect them¬ 
selves from the lawbreakers in 
an engaging and charming 
manner. An interesting and 
useful evening, this is a show 
which should probably be on 
the school curriculum. 



Battersea Park 

Children's Zoo 


Battersea Park 
Children’s Zoo... 
who will you see 


Tel: 020 7924 5826 


Battersea Park, Chelsea Bridge Gate 
Battersea London SW114NJ 


wwuu.batterseaparkzoo.co.uk 

we’re passionate about wildlife 
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News for Westminster, Fulham and Chelsea 


This is the first of a monthly column produced by Peter Faulkner of Who 
Can You Trust organisation and sponsored by Checkatrade.com. Peter 
can be contacted on 07958-475392 or email peterfau67@gmail.com 


Cheekatrade.com 



Kevin's warning about gas risks 


By Peter Faulkner 

THE man behind Britain's fastest grow¬ 
ing tradesmen's directory is issuing a 
tough warning to all elderly and vulnera¬ 
ble residents in Westminster, Chelsea, 
Pimlico and Kensington to make sure 
their lives are not put in danger. 

All across the country people are employing 
unskilled and unqualified plumbers and heating 
engineers to repair and instal boilers, radiators 
and fit new pipework. 

Kevin Byme, CEO at Checkatrade, fears they 
will be putting their lives at risk and these fears 
are backed by the Gas Safety Register who 
demand that tradesmen installing gas appliances 
and fittings must be Gas Safe registered. 

Using rogue fitters to fit or repair boilers is life- 
threatening because residents could be at risk 
from carbon monoxide poisoning 
Checkatrade is now sending a warning to all 
elderly residents in Westminster, Chelsea, 
Pimlico and Kensington asking them to take 
every safeguard to ensure that the tradesman 
they employ is Gas Safe registered and not a 


rogue fitter. 

“Every gas fitter who 
takes out membership with 
us is Gas Safe registered 
otherwise we will not 
allow them to be part of 
our organisation,” said Mr 
Byrne. “We also expect 
them to act honourably 
and professionally and if 
not they will be taken off 
our books.” 

“That said, there are some basic safeguards 
every elderly resident should take if they are 
thinking about employing a gas fitter for a new 
boiler, for central heating or for having new 
radiators fitted. 

“Firstly don't take the engineer's word for it that 
he is Gas Safe. Ask to see his Gas Safe registra¬ 
tion card, all registered Gas engineers will carry 
this on them, if they don’t have it, don’t use 
them. 

“Their card will show their registration number 
and you can check it online at www.gassafe 


register.co.uk or by phoning the Gas 
Safe Register on 0800 408 5500. Or 
if you have a mobile phone you can 
simply text Gas then their registration 
number to 85080. You will receive a 
text message back advising if the reg¬ 
istration number is registered.” 

“Just spending an extra couple of 
minutes to be sure could save you 
thousands and may even save your 
life,” added Mr Byme. 

“We have hundreds of gas engineers 
and plumbers on our books covering 
Westminster and surrounding areas and we 
expect them not only to uphold the name of Gas 
Safe, but also ensure that they maintain the rep¬ 
utation that Checkatrade has built up. 

Consumers can also check on our website on a 
member’s profile page whether their Gas Safe 
membership is current or not.” 

A Gas Safe Register survey found that one in 
six people admitted they would knowingly 
employ an illegal gas fitter if they came recom¬ 
mended. 


The cost to employ a gas engineer is also more 
important to homeowners than safety, with 
more than two in five people (41 per cent) 
wrongly assuming that illegal gas fitters are 
cheaper than registered engineers. 

The survey also claims that an estimated quarter 
of a million illegal gas jobs are carried out 
every year, and Gas Safe Register’s ongoing 
investigations are uncovering that nine in 10 
illegal gas jobs are not completed to the 
required standard. 

In fact, one in five jobs are so dangerous that 
Gas Safe Register has had to act quickly to 
switch the appliance off because it could have 
immediately caused a gas explosion, fire or car¬ 
bon monoxide poisoning. 

“These statistics confirm the importance of 
making sure you employ the right person and 
that person is legally qualified to work in your 
home,” added Mr Byrne. 

“Gas is a killer, but so too is a cowboy fitter - 
for your own health and safety be alert and be 
vigilant.” 



REGISTER 


Caring home <arers...Fake sites shut down...Beware savings scammers 


■HOME care provider Home Instead is making sure local residents are 
alerted to potential farudsters. 

The company, based in Englar Road, Westminster, launched a public edu¬ 
cation programme and gives all attendees a fraud protection kit. 

Owner Fred Mairet has also given a talk himself at London Westminster 
memory cafe in Pimlico which was attended by residents and their carers. 

Fred gives talks on fraud prevention, promotes the work of national chari¬ 
ty Think Jessica and has so far reached 250 Westminster residents. 

■THE Police Intellectual Property Crime Unit has suspended more than 
2,000 websites selling fake luxury goods since the New Year. 

The sites disrupted by the City of London Police unit were selling well- 
known high end goods including fashion brands Burberry, Longchamp, 
Abercrombie and Oakley and jewellery designers Tiffany & Co and Thomas 
Sabo. 

However, the items being sold were far from the desired brands that were 


advertised and were in fact just cheap and inferior counterfeits. The web¬ 
sites sold a wide range of items from the luxury brands including clothes, 
handbags, sunglasses, shoes and jewellery. 

■BE alert if you’re planning to buy national savings because crooks are try¬ 
ing to cash in on your money. Fraudsters have set up a bogus website claim¬ 
ing to be the official site of National Savings & Investments (NS&I) and are 
cold calling people offering investment in 65+ Bonds (known as Pensioner 
Bonds). 

Members of the public who are searching for the official website may be 
directed to the fake one which then asks them to supply contact informa¬ 
tion. Do not pass personal or banking information to companies that cold 
call you. The only domain name (website address) that is legitimate is 
www.nsandi.com NS&I do not make sales calls to potential customers so if 
you have been a victim of fraud or suspect a company of fraud please con¬ 
tact Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via the online reporting tool. 


Age UK calls for scams task force 


OVER 53% of those aged 65 or above believe 
they've been targeted by fraudsters, a new Age 
UK survey has found. 

While the majority didn’t get caught out, a 
third of older people who did get drawn in by a 
scam have lost £1,000 or more. 

Age UK, with branches in Westminster and 
Chelsea, had a study carried out by Populus on 
behalf of the charity, which highlighted the extent 
to which the older generation is targeted by 
fraudsters. 

More than half of those over 65 have received 
a phone call, email, text or letter through the post 
that they think was a scam, although 60% never 
report it. 

The findings come as Age UK publishes a new 


.Westminster 

^ageuK 

report - Only the tip of the iceberg: fraud against 
older people - outlining how fraud is widespread 
across the country. It shows the different types of 
fraud being committed and what can be done to 
combat and tackle the issue. 

As new pension freedoms come into force, 

Age UK is warning that people over 55 who now 
have access to a large amount of pension savings 
could be a prime target for scam artists. 

The common tactics used by fraudsters to lure 


their victims in were also revealed. They included 
befriending or “grooming” potential targets, as 
well as isolating them from friends and family. 

The charity is calling on the government to cre¬ 
ate a National Scams Task Force, building on the 
good work currently being done at central and 
local government and beyond. Tackling scams 
would be the top priority. 

Age UK has also produced a list of top tips to 
help older people spot a fraudster and as such 
avoid being scammed. This includes not rushing 
into anything on a whim, checking that any com¬ 
pany you deal with is reputable, knowing whose 
on your doorstep by always requesting ID from 
anyone you don’t know, and being wise to cold 
call and pension scams. 


NEXT MONTH: Crackdown on Blue Badge abusers |,fcy 



Handy numbers 

Action Fraud 

0300 123 2040 

Action Fraud 

Tel: 0300 123 2040 

www.actionfraud.police.uk 

Westminster Trading Standards 
Tel: 0207-641-1111 
tradingstandards @ westminster.gov.uk 

Hammersmith & Fulham TS 

Tel: 0208-753 1081 

tradingstandards @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Kensington & Chelsea TS 
Tel: 0207-361-3002 
tradingstandards @ rbck.gov.uk 

Citizens Advice 

Tel: 03454 04 05 06 

Mail Preference Service 
Tel: 0845 703 4599 
www.mpsonline.org.uk 

Telephone Preference Service 
Tel: 0845 070 0707 
www.tpsonline.org.uk 
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Qulified Accountant 


Small home practise 
Low fees 
Prompt service 
0208 677 3675 



■union 

CHILDREN 
OUT OF 
SCHOOL 

or educated at home 

Ring Mr Coles, 

St Brendans 

020 7738 2455 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 



LARGE BOWLS & BAG, 
SHOES £35, retro leather jack¬ 
ets £10 each, 12-14, chess set, 
slate board, silver & gold colour 
pieces £50 new. Leather 
chesterfield settee FREE. 020 
8312 9731 

COMPLETE BATHROOM 
SUITE in pale pink, pedestal 
WHB with mahogany seat, bath 
with shower/taps in excellent 
condition, ready for collection. 
Open to offers Tel: 020 8764 
2015 

TEA LIGHT CANDLE CHAN¬ 
DELIER large and impressive, 
made of metal, holds 9 spare 
glass holders £50. 020 8857 
3796 

LAP TABLE solid wood, fold 
away for storage, height 9", 
width 14" length, 22" £25. Tel: 
020 8771 5583 

LIGHT BATHROOM SUITE 

bath, sink, toilet, light peach 
colour. £129.99. Tel: 020 8690 
3983 

2 SUN CHAIRS well padded, 
also has covers for when not 
being used £25 each ono. Tel: 
020 8311 7525 

GAS COOKER 'SWAN' almost 
new condition, works perfectly, 
grill in top part of oven, 
white/clean/ign plus pan parts. 
Buyer collect SW3 area. £49.99. 
Tel: 020 7376 4362 


still wrapped, never used, 
bought from Revelotion, 
Ramsgate, Kent accept £35 
ideal for present. Could arrange 
delivery. Tel: 020 8692 8449 
could deliver 



Family 

Holiday Home 
For Sale 



ISLE OF WIGHT 

Discounted ferry 
travel for owners. 


Great on-site facilities. 
10 mins from the 
beach. 

NOW ONLY 

£13,600 

FREE 2015 Site Fees 

(Finance options available) 

Call/text Kerry on 

07568 147 015 



LOADS & LOADS OF WAL¬ 
LACE & GROMIT 

ITEMS/TOYS too much to list, 
bargain £60 the lot ono. Judge 
Dredd + 2000 AD comics & 
annuals, many year worth col¬ 
lectible £25 the lot (hundreds). 
Tel: 07864 709 397 



LAP TABLE solid wood, fold 
away for storage, height 9", 
width 14" length, 22" £25. Tel: 
020 8771 5583 


WOODEN COMPUTER TABLE 

brand new, still boxed, width 
29", height 35", depth 25" £30. 
Tel: 020 8771 5583 



BOSCH CIRCULAR SAW 

works perfectly £70. Tel: 020 
8771 5583 

ANGLE GRINDER works per¬ 
fectly £70. Tel: 020 8771 5583 



XBOX 360 includes 13 games, 
works perfectly £80 no offers. 
Tel: 020 8771 5583 


Wanted 


SHIP IN A DIMBLE WHISKEY 
BOTTLE £10. Tel: 020 8858 
7569 



HUSKY PERSONAL REFRIG¬ 
ERATOR can also be used as 
extra chiller space. Fits on 
worktop, as new with instruc¬ 
tion booklet £30. Catford area, 
tel: 020 8697 5102 

2 DYSONS bagless, DC8 cylin¬ 
der, serviced. £35. DC11 twin 
turbo services £45. Both 
demonstrated working. Tel: 020 
8692 8449 

BEKO CASCADE 50 GAS 
COOKER white with eye level 
grill, four burner & oven in very 
good condition £95. Tel: 07984 
897 167 

WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £17. Bush VCR903 inc 
remote £17. Tel: 020 8670 4682 



LADIES SILK GOLD V NECK 

TOP sleeveless with elaborate 
beading around neckline, brand 
new, Principles label, size 16. 
£15. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES PURPLE VELVET 
DRESS size 18, knee length, 
3/4 length sleeves, flared skirt, 
brand new £20. Tel: 020 8682 
0771 

LADIES BLUE VELVET JACK¬ 
ET round collar with stylish 
shaped sleeves and button on 
front, size 14-16. £20 as new, 
£8. Tel: 020 8682 0771 
LADIES NAVY BLUE TOP 
mandarin collar, button through 
front, sleeveless, brand new, 
size 20, £8. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES SMART AND STYL¬ 
ISH SHORTS navy, beautiful 
crepe material, brand new, size 
14. £10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES BLUE DENIM DUN¬ 
GAREES pockets on front bib, 
shorts style, size 16, brand new 
£10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES 2 PIECE SLEEPWEAR 

SET pink t-shirt style top, 
sleeveless with cat on front and 
matching shorts, cotton, brand 
new £9. Size 18. Tel: 020 8682 
0771 


60'S G PLAN FURNITURE 

sideboard and dropleaf table, 
real cedar wood £50 lot. Tel: 
020 7733 0623 Brixton 



WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PONK, INDIE, REGGAE, S0DI... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 


KITCHEN PINE TABLE tile top 
and 4 chairs, hardly used £98. 
Two chairs, never used, set 
good as new. Solid pine. Tel: 
07786 329 731 


SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 



WOODEN COMPUTER TABLE 

brand new, light wood colour, 
still boxed, width 29", height 
35", depth 25" £30. Tel: 020 
8771 5583 



LARGE MONEY PLANT £10, 
Fan Palm £10, Oleander £10, 
Cordyline £10, Abutilon £7, 
Lemon Geranium £5. Large 
passion plat £10. Can deliver 
(Clapham area). 020 7228 3956. 

FLYMO HOVER MOWER 
ELECTRIC with built in grass 
box, 2015 Flymo superglide 
model, moved from a house to 
a flat £75. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Could arrange delivery. 



LADIES GOLD LEATHER 
STRAPPY SANDALS brand 
new, size 5, flat style £8. Tel: 
020 8682 0771 



PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

02087684919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


SCUBA DIVING DRY SUIT and 

regulator, medium size, fins, 
mask, snorkel. All professional 
gear. Tel: 020 8692 8449 offers 
accepted. 


Y Cost ^ 
effective 
advertising 
that 

produces 
L. results A 


Car Boot Sales 


CAPITAL CARBOOT SALE 

Indoor/Outdoor runs all year 

Every Sunday Pimlico Academy, 
Lupus Street, SW1V 3AT 

Book stall online 

Buyers £5 10.15am, £1 11.30am - 2.30pm 

www.capitalcarboot.com 


Car Boot Sales 


BIRCHW00D ARENA 


BOOT FAIRS 

New Season Commences 


SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 
OPEN 

EVERY SUNDAY 

See Next Week’s Paper for 
Further Information 


ANNUAL 
OPENING 
SPECIAL 
14TH & 21ST 
ANY 

VEHICLES 


Enquiries: 07940 925464 

www.birchwoodarena-bootfairs.co.uk 


£5 


BEST SATURDAY BOOT SALES 


Ark Oval Fields, Cherry Orchard Road, 
Croydon, CR0 6BA 


EVERY SATURDAY FROM 8am 


Sellers from 8am, Cars £10, Vans £15. 

V.Busy, Sell Loads, Great Public 
Buyers 9am-10am £1, after 10am 50p. 
Free Parking, Loads Bargains, V.Busy. 
Hardstanding available if field is wet. 


www.boot-sale.com 07929 847 405 
T, bootsalesaroundlondon 


FLAMINGO PARK 

GIANT BOOT SALE 

Every Sunday 

NEW LOWER PRICES 

Sellers 9.00am ★ Buyers 10.00am 
Buyers not allowed in before 10.00am 
Cars £12 ★ Cars with Trailers £14 ★ Vans £16 
Large Vans £18 ★ No Food or Drink Wagons 
NO DOGS ★ Parking £1.50 ★ Licensed Bar & TV 
Flamingo Park, A20 Sidcup By-Pass, between 
Queen Mary’s & Five Ways London bound 

020 8309 1012 

flamingoparks@aol.com 


217 Maidstone Road, Sidcup 
DAI 4 5AW - 07831 602277 


BOOT SALES - 2015 

SUNDAYS - WEDNESDAYS - FRIDAYS 7am 
£10 standard pitch - £15 large pitch 


TRADERS NO RUBBISH TO BE LEFT ON SITE ! 
Parking £1 - Pedestrians 50p - under 16 years free 
More details on FACEBOOK.com/Honeydalefarm 
www.honeydale.co.uk (bus 233) - NO DOGS 




T 1 WEEKLY 

London ^News 

To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . Ql ACCipi/^ATIAM 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . |_| 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. j 
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AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 



ACE 

LANDSCAPE 


WILD GARDEN TAMED 
FENCES NEW REPAIRS 
ALL TREE WORK 
SHEDS AND PAVING 

020 8355 0371 
07881 621 074 


Building 

Repairs/ 

Alterations 


C]jii)C8e Builder 

Roofing, Brickwork, 
Plastering, Electrics, 
Carpentry, Kitchens, 
Interior Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop Fitting, 
Decorating and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 

No Job Too Big Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 


\ Ace Building & "j 
IDecorating Servicesl 

S Handyman Services, I 
| Electrical, Plastering, j 
| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 
| FREE for OAP g 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
I 07956 230 760 I 



PAVING 


Barley-Stone Landscapes 

• Block Paving • Brickwork 

• Crazy Paving • Artificial Lawns 

• Fencing • 40 years Experience 

All work guaranteed 
Public Liability Insurance 

Mob: 07944 634 618 
Tel: 020 8319 4242 


City & Suburbs Gardening Services 

• Treework • Fencing • Turfing • Paving • Brickwork 
Clearance & Maintenance 
Jungles conquered 
Free Quotes 

Direct: 07952 583 170 
Office: 0800 334 5751 



Handy Man 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, electrical, painting, 
decorating, fitting, fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 



Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 


AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Painting & 
Decorating 

DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947 667135 


PAINTING 

AND 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 

Call Lucas for 
FREE estimate 
07725 613 738 


Plumbing & Heating 



www. rjsplumbing. co. uk 


Tel: 020 8855 6683 
Tel: 01322 334 454 
MOST WORK UNDERTAKEN 



BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

8C Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


Roofing & Guttering 


Simmons 

Roof & Exterior Painting • Roofing Repair Specialist 
•Slates -Tiles «uPVC Cladding -New Roofs 
All Work Guaranteed 

For Free Quote Call 
07504188055 07733441166 
01702743570 


SC Roofing 

Fibreglass Flat Roof Specialists 

25 years guaranteed 

Traditional felt flat roof, new tiled roofs and 
Upvc Fascia - Soffit and Gutter replacement 
All roof repairs undertaken. No job too small 

07956 311 218 / 01895 770 103 
scroofinguxbridge.co.uk 

Live link refrences 160 ratedpeople.com/profile/sc-roofing 
www.scroofing @ btinternet.com 


Assured 

Roofing 

and 

Guttering 

Services 

Free Estimates 
New Roofs - Roof Repairs 
Guttering & Fasclas - 
UPVC 

All Types of Lead Work 
+ Chimneys 

www.assuredgutteringandroofingservices.co.uk 

Painting + Decorating 
Interior + Exterior 


020 8485 7830 
07442 994 900 

jamesoliverandsons@gmail.com 



at 


switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 





Storage & Removals 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
phone 020 8856 3982 

john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


VAN fi 
2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
meqacheaD@hotmail.com 


www.meqacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 


MAN & VAN 



Small Van from £26 per hour 
Large Van from £50 per hour 
Email: info@storytotell.co.uk 
Visit: storytotell.co.uk 

020 8659 7373 
07947 994 752 


VAN Si 
2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable man with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

mrbeeremovals@hotmail.co.uk 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


ONE 

STOP 



Cleaning 


& 


First Choice for 
cleaning 


• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Restaurants, pubs and bars 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaners. 
Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

T: 020 8452 2900 

www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 




Replacement fuse boards, additional sockets 
& lights, security lights, garden lights. 

Full rewires, Tests & Inspection. 

Landlord certificates. /1 ° 0/o oW ,' 

< all repair work 

New Cross, London SE14 /during May 

07854 004 367 dlewiselectrical@aol.com 




* AJ * 

^plastering! 

* Reliable Service * 
*• No job too small* 

* Please call Alan * 

i 07597 663 838 J 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard 
Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the 
Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descrip¬ 
tions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading 
Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities 
must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) 

Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, 
commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, 
be deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their 
names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addi¬ 
tion to these requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 
1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling 
goods in the course of business either by content, format, size or 
place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, 
‘dealer’, ‘agent’, ‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or 
damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing 
of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or 
day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box 
numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the 
day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion 
days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons 
the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. 

This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain 
full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to 
vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, 
whether or not the advertisement has already been accepted for 
publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertise¬ 
ments, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents 
should therefore check their advertisements and inform us of any 
errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Typographical or minor changes, 
which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify 
for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi¬ 
display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards 
Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help 
finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force 
at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for 
remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers 
shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an 
acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the 
Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the 
publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the 
value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms of 
less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had 
been allowed will be reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed 
terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank 
of England base rate for each month that the account is over¬ 
due and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will 
be reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will 
be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent 
to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and sever¬ 
ally liable for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should 
the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
agent acts for the advertiser and not for the publisher with the 
agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the 
accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice 
date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the pub¬ 
lishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure 
the continuity of these services, but some occasional technical 
downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher 
and its associated companies shall be under no liability if the pro¬ 
duction and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by 
any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published 
advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. 
Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially 
by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not 
reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not 
available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testi¬ 
monials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must 
not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as 
part of the advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no 
charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertise¬ 
ments, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone 
number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a 
credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the 
fact that a search has been made. We may need to share your 
information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. 
However, we will only use the information from these searches to 
make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud preven¬ 
tion or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and 
analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group 
Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or 
they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may 
be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, 
telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may 
be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult 
services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such adver¬ 
tisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Guy's and St Thomas' 

NHS Foundation Trust 


NHS 


Appointment of a Non-Executive Director 


The successful candidate for this post will join the Guy's and 
St Thomas'(GSTT) NHS Foundation Trust Board.To qualify you 
must be resident in one of the London Boroughs of Lambeth, 
Southwark, Lewisham, Wandsworth or Westminster, or have 
been a patient in the past five years. 

Non-Executive Directors make an important contribution to the 
effective running of GSTT.Their role is to help develop strategy 
and hold the Trust to account, scrutinising performance and the 
integrity of clinical,financial and other information presented to 
them.They offer challenge and support, and strengthen 
engagement with the local community, patients and stakeholders. 
Candidates should be able to demonstrate achievement at 
senior level in a large and complex organisation, with a strong 
understanding of audit, risk management, finance and budget 
control. Evidence of showing leadership and inspiration, 
resilience in the face of challenge and the ability to inspire 
confidence and enthusiasm are also essential. 


www.green-park.co.uk 


GSTT places considerable emphasis on diversity at Board level, 
and particularly encourages applications from appropriately 
qualified candidates from all sections of the community, and 
from people with diverse experience and backgrounds. 

The candidate will be expected to devote up to three days per 
month plus some discretionary time for preparation and 
reading to the role. Remuneration is currently £17,000 per year 
plus travel and subsistence expenses. 

To be considered, in the first instance please email your CV and a 
covering letter to GSTT@green-park.co.uk 
If you want to know more about the roles or selection process, 
please contact our employment agency advisers Green Park via 
Raj Tulsiani or Joanna Moriarty on GSTT@green-park.co.uk or 
020 3145 3433. 

The closing date for applications is 8th June. 


greeny-park 

INTERIM & EXECUTIVE SEARCH 


OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/ 
SECRETARY REQUIRED BY 
WIMBLEDON CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS FULL/PART 
TIME Please send C.V. to: 
mail@howellwade.com 



Local School 
Catering Vacancies 

Catering Assistants/ 
School Chefs & Cooks 
Various hours during 
school term time see: 

www.independentca- 

tering.co.uk 



Lilian Baylis 
Technology School 

„ An 0U f S t anc jj n g school in all aspects” 

OfSTED 2013 

Teaching Assistant fluent 
in Portuguese 

Term-time only Pt 10-14 £9.72ph 
based on 29.5 hours per week 
for 39 weeks is £12,576.68 (gross) 

Required an enthusiastic adult who speaks fluent 
Portuguese who can support students of Portuguese 
heritage and other new arrivals to England to: 

> Achieve in lessons 

> Celebrate their heritage 

> Take advantage of mentoring and other raising 
achievement initiatives 

Candidates must have a degree and excellent 
numeracy and literacy skills. 

The above post to start as soon as possible. 
Application forms and details can only be obtained 
from www.lilianbaylis.com 

Application forms must be submitted by email only to 
recruitment@lilianbavlis.com by 9am Monday 15th 
June 2015. Lilian Baylis Technology School, 323 
Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY 

The successful candidate will be required to abide by 
the school policy for safeguarding children including 
an enhanced Disclosure Barring Service check. 


Post: SEN TEACHING 
ASSISTANT 

Salary: £18,918 pro rata (Scale point 13) 
Location: Southwark 
Contract type: 25 hours per week, term 
time only 

Contract term: fixed term contract 
Experienced SEN TA required for year 4 pupil 

If you are an experienced teaching assistant 
who can:- 

• Effectively support a pupil with significant 
hearing lost. 

• Provide a high level of support and 
encouragement to ensure that pupils are able to 
achieve their full academic, social and emotional 
potential. 

Then we would really welcome your application! 

Please contact Mrs Agatha Peter on 020 7703 
5722 or email office@victorv.southwark.sch.uk to 
arrange a visit to our school and request an 
application pack. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 12th June 5pm 

Victory Primary School is a safer recruitment school 


DASL Direct Payments Support Service 

Personal Care 
Assistant 

VACANCIES 

Personal Assistants needed throughout 
Lambeth to support disabled adults and 
children and older people. 

Various positions available to provide support 
with personal care, cleaning, shopping and 
accessing the community. 

Various hours available. 

To view all vacancies and apply go to 
www.disabilitylambeth.org.uk/dasl/payments 



Habinteg 

Accessible homes 
Independent lives 


Media Sales Executive 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CAJlI* 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


Community Assistant Bermondsey - 
16hrs per week 

Salary £9051- £9371 per annum 

We are looking for a Community Assistant for 
our scheme in Bermondsey. The CA will 
report to and support the locally based 
Housing Manager with the provision of 
tenancy and estate management, 
maintenance and housing related support 
services to the association’s tenants. In 
order to be considered you will have at least 
2 years proven experience of general 
housing management and support. 

Closing date for the position is midday 
Monday 22nd June 2015 
Interviews will take place on Tuesday 30th 
June 2015 

For further information and an application 
pack, please contact: 

Tel: 020 7822 8761 (answerphone) 

E-mail: recruitment@habinteg.org.uk 
Website: www.habinteg.org.uk/recruitment 


The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 
karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 
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OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 


To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbrriw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km.Figuresmayvarydependingondrivingstyieandconditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


Austin suffers 


poor Irish joke 


W ATCHING England under Roy 
Hodgson is slightly less 
entertaining than being forced to 
endure a paint-drying competition. 


And no-one had a 
better - or should that 
be worse? - view of 
Sunday’s predictably 
dire goalless draw with 
the Republic of Ireland 
than Charlie Austin. 

Perhaps head coach 
Hodgson thought 
confining Austin and his 
QPR team-mate Robert 
Green on the bench 
throughout a dreadful 
game in Dublin was 
their just punishment for 
finishing bottom of the 
Premier League. 

There is nothing new 
for the England 
management to learn 
about goalkeeper Green, 


who is in the squad 
simply as cover for first 
choice Joe Hart. 

But surely Austin was 
worthy of at least a brief 
run-out on what would 
have been his full 
international debut? 

First cap 

Instead, when a badly 
out of touch Wayne 
Rooney was taken off 
after 75 minutes, 
Hodgson sent on 
Leicester City striker 
Jamie Vardy for his first 
cap. 

Vardy scored five 
Premier League goals 
for his club last season, 



FRUSTRATED Charlie Austin missed out 


LOFTUS ROAD 
* 3 RANGERS REVIEW 

i/ With Tony McDonald 


while Austin netted 
18 - the number on the 
back of his England 
shirt concealed by a 
tracksuit top - in a side 
that went down. You do 
the maths! 

To add insult to 
injury, two of 
England’s four other 
used subs were both 
wingers - former QPR 
loanee Andros 
Townsend and 
Arsenal’s Theo Walcott. 

Maybe Hodgson had 
a good look at Austin in 
training and wasn’t 
convinced by what he 
saw from a player 
whose main quality is 
power rather than pace? 

Having inexplicably 
frozen him out of the 
Ireland game, it would 


now be inconceivable 
for former Fulham boss 
Hodgson to hand 
Austin his first cap in 
the more important 
European 

Championship qualifier 
against Slovenia on 
Sunday. 

Have to wait 

So it looks very much 
as if QPR fans will 
have to wait much 
longer to see another 
one of their players pull 
on an England shirt. 

Because if 25-year- 
old Austin ever does 
fulfil his boyhood 
dream of rising from 
non-league football to 
the ultimate stage, he 
will be earning his 
stripes for another club. 


Fixtures out next week 

■ IT’s now less than a week until the fixtures for 
the 2015-16 season will be announced. 

At 10.00am next Tuesday (16th) the draw for the 
first round of the Capital One Cup will be made, 
featuring QPR and Fulham. First round fixtures 
involving Football League clubs are due to be 
played in the week-commencing August 10. 

Supporters of both clubs will be more eager to 
scour The Sky Bet Championship fixtures, which 
are due to be released at 9.00am on Wednesday 
(17th) - the same time next season’s Premier 
League fixtures will also be revealed. 

The quickest way to view all fixtures will be to 
visit the official club websites: 
www.chelseafc.com,www.qpr.co.uk and 
www.fulhamfc.com. 

For those of you not online, we will publish the 
Chelsea, QPR and Fulham fixtures in full in our 
issue dated June 25. 


■ WHAT is it with footballers and their 
compulsion to post idiotic, juvenile messages 
on Twitter? You'll recall the recent derogatory 
tweets former QPR skipper Joey Barton directed 
at R's legend Rodney Marsh, which LWN Sport 
documented in depth. 

Now Fulham midfielder Ryan Tunnicliffe has been 
charged by the Football Association following comments 
made on the social media website aimed at 
Middlesbrough striker Patrick Bamford. 

In a statement the FA said Tunnicliffe, 22, is accused of 
'aggravated misconduct by reference to sexual orientation 
after comments posted on his Twitter account'. 

The comments were posted after Middlesbrough lost 
the Championship play-off final to Norwich City and were 
aimed at Chelsea loanee Bamford. 

Tunnicliffe wrote:"Happy that Middlesbrough didn't go 
up, just for the main fact that @Patrick_Bamford is a 
sausage boy." 

The Tweets have since been deleted from Tunnicliffe's 
account. 

The former Manchester United youngster has until 
today (Thursday) to respond to the charge. 

Tunnicliffe moved from Old Trafford to Fulham in 
January 2014 and was sent out on loan to Blackburn 
Rovers for the first half of last season before being recalled 
by Kit Symons in January. 


Chelsea strike targets 

■ CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 

“Not that Aston Villa is a small club, but he has 
already played many great games for them and can 
now play in the Champions League.” 

Chelsea have added former Real Madrid hit-man 
Gonzalo Higuain to their list of potential signings. 
Higuain is an interesting choice. Mourinho dumped 
the Argentina striker in 2013 when in charge at the 
Bernabeu but he has netted 53 goals in 102 
appearances for Napoli. 

With the Italians failing to reach the Champions 
League, he could seek a move to a club who could 
offer him elite European competition. 

At 27, he would need convincing that he wouldn't 
command an automatic starting place if Diego 
Costa is in prolific form and fit. But Mourinho has 
the ability to keep competing players - such as 
Courtois and Cech - in check and he will need all 
his management acumen to succeed in that 
particular task with Higuain. 

A fee of £30m would go a long way at the Serie A 
club, who will be looking to offer funds to a new 
coach following Rafa Benitez's departure to Real 
Madrid. 


■ BACK-to-back NatWest T20 Blast defeats 
in the space of 24 hours have undone 
Middlesex’s good start to the short-game 
competition. 

They lost to Hampshire by 19 mns at Southampton, 
where they managed just 153 for 6 in reply to the home 
side’s 172 for 3. James Franklin and wicketkeeper John 
Simpson did most to keep it competitive with 31 apiece. 

Against Glamorgan at Cardiff the next day, Middlesex 
were set 170 to win but came up five runs short for the 
loss of five wickets. Opener Dawid Malan led the chase 
with 70 - including 11 fours - before being bowled by 
Craig Meschede. 

Earlier, Middlesex went top of LV Championship 
Division One at Lord’s after drawing with 
Warwickshire, having failed to reach a victory target of 
270 to win in a minimum of 54 overs. 

Fast bowler James Harris became the leading wicket- 
taker in the country, his three second-innings scalps 
against the Bears taking him to 35 for the season. 

Nick Compton top-scored with 74 as Middlesex were 
all out for 260 in the first innings. Joe Burns hit 72 in 
their second innings knock of 152 for 5. 

Middlesex captain James Franklin said: “There would 
have been a great finish if we had not lost 86 overs to 
the weather during the four days. 

“We did think about chasing down that target during 
the afternoon session, and both Joe Burns and Sam 
Robson batted extremely well to give us a good 
platform with their opening partnership. 

“But then we lost a couple of wickets in quick 
succession and, unfortunately, a couple more in quick 
succession soon after that, including myself. 

“That meant we then had to play for the draw but you 
could see from the way that Warwickshire stayed out 
there until there was only four overs left that they 
fancied getting into our lower order.” 

Middlesex resume their T20 campaign with a home 
game against Gloucestershire at Old Deer Park, 
Richmond on Sunday (2.30pm), then return to Lord's 
next Thursday to face Hampshire. 


■ A LATE flurry of runs by Zafar Ansari 
couldn’t prevent Surrey from losing to Essex 
under the lights in the NatWest T20 Blast 
match watched by more than 20,000 at The 
Kia Oval on Friday night. 

All rounder Ansari smashed an unbeaten 39 runs off 
16 balls in a 25-minute blitz that yielded four sixes. 

But the damage had already been done. Only Kumar 
Sangakkara, who weighed in with 58 from 38 deliveries 
and cleared the boundary ropes four times, plus a brief 
foray from Moises Henriques on his home debut, 
offered much resistance to an Essex side set 170 to win. 
This they accomplished with four balls to spare for the 
loss of four wickets. 

There was a run fest at The Kia Oval last week, with 
three hundreds scored in Surrey’s rain-affected LV 
Championship draw with Lancashire. 

Jason Roy put Surrey in command with 143 of his 
side’s first innings haul of 448 all out. Lancashire all but 
matched it with 429, with Faulkner piling up 121 before 
being dismissed by Matthew Dunn, who bowled 10 dot 
balls in his 4-0-34-3. 

The third centurion of the match was Surrey’s Rory 
Burns, who struck 15 fours on his way to an unbeaten 
110 from 200 balls. 

Ansari stayed with him to add an undefeated 66 and 
share in an unbroken 186-run stand before the captains 
shook hands shortly after tea. 

The draw left unbeaten Surrey 31 points behind 
Lancashire at the top of the second division, although 
Surrey had a game in hand going into this week’s 
fixtures. 

Surrey will look to improve on their poor start to their 
T20 Blast campaign, which has featured three defeats 


County 

Cricket 


Double blow 
in T20 Blast 



EOIN Morgan leads England's ODI bid 


County trio in England ODI call-ups 

■ Two Middlesex players have been included in 
England’s ODI squad to face New Zealand in the 
five-match series which was due to start in 
Birmingham on Tuesday. Eoin Morgan will again 
skipper the side following his return from the Indian 
Premier League, while pace bowler Steven Finn is 
recalled. Surrey’s Jason Roy is also named in the 14- 
man squad and will be hoping to make the team for 
tomorrow’s (Friday) second ODI against the Kiwis 
on his home ground at The Kia Oval. 



KUMAR Sangakkara hitting out in last Friday's Oval 
defeat by Essex Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


and one win, when they meet Chris Gayle’s Somerset at 
Taunton tomorrow (Friday, 5.30pm), followed by 
another limited overs game against Sussex at Arundel 
Castle on Sunday (2.30pm). 



SURREY HONOUR BATTING LEGEND EDRICH 


THE new set of gates at 
the Pavilion End of The 
Kia Oval have been 
named in honour of 
Surrey legend John 
Edrich. 

Edrich, 77, is now 
resident in 

Aberdeenshire, Scotland 
but travelled to the Oval 
last Thursday specifically 
to unveil his gates and 
attend the 90th birthday 
party of former Surrey 
CCC President John 
Poland. 


Prior to the opening of 
the gates, the only honour 
Edrich had received at 
the ground was one fifth 
of the popular Hundred 
Hundreds Bar in the 
Pavilion - a naming right 
he shares with Mark 
Ramprakash, Jack Hobbs, 
Tom Hayward and 
Andrew Sandham. 

However, it was felt, in 
honour of Edrich’s 
incredible record for 
Surrey of 29,305 runs in 
410 matches at an 


average 46.07, he 
deserved further 
recognition. With his 
fellow opening batsmen 
Jack Hobbs and Alec 
Stewart already honoured 
by gates of their own, 
Surrey believe the 
creation of a new gate 
was the perfect 
opportunity to right a 
wrong. 

One of the best batsmen 
of his generation, left- 
handed opener Edrich 
played for Surrey 


between 1958 and 1978 
and captained the county 
from 1973 until 1977. It 
was in the ’77 season that 
he scored his 100th first- 
class century playing for 
Surrey against 
Derbyshire. 

He made his England 
debut in 1963 - the first 
of 77 Test appearances. 

Edrich will next return 
to the Oval to watch the 
final Test against 
Australia in the Investec 
Ashes series in August. 
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Champions 
cashing in 



KEEPING the faith: Chelsea goalkeeping giants Petr Cech and Thibaut Courtois Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


R OMAN Abramovich is, as we 
know, a multi-billionaire. But at 
the end of the season he must have 
felt just like a Euromillions Lottery 
winner. 

The reason? Well, thanks to their Premier League 
title win, Chelsea trousered almost £99m. Or to put it 
in football terms, a Gareth Bale plus a spare left leg. 

Just over £54m came from the TV rights deal - a 
share of money distributed equally among the clubs. 

Then you add the merit prize money based on final 
league position. Chelsea, as champions, netted almost 
£25m. 

Blues receive another £20m in facility fees for their 
25 live UK television appearances. 

(By comparison, QPR’s compensation for dropping 
into the Championship is £64.9m.) 

So with all that dosh rolling in and extra cash from 
sponsors and merchandising, just what are the Blues 
going to do with it all? 

I’m no accountant but I reckon the players and staff 
must swallow up a hefty chunk of that revenue. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

With no significant progress on the redevelopment 
of Stamford Bridge, it was interesting to hear this 
week that AFC Wimbledon will be asking their fan 
owners to ratify a move away from the 4,800-capacity 
Kingsmeadow Stadium - which they have shared with 
non-league Kingstonian FC since 2002 - and back to 
their spiritual home in Merton. 

Sell leasehold 

Should their plans progress, then Dons will sell the 
leasehold of the stadium - built in 1989, with Kingston 
Borough Council owning the freehold of the land - 
to finance the development of a new stadium in Plough 
Lane on the site of the existing Wimbledon greyhound 
stadium. 

This puts Chelsea in pole position to buy Dons’ 
current home located in Kingston-upon-Thames. 

A Chelsea spokesman confirmed to LWN Sport: “We 


are in preliminary 
discussions with AFC 
Wimbledon regarding 
taking control of 
Kingsmeadow Stadium in 
order to play our academy 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



and women’s matches 

there, should Wimbledon _ 

proceed with its intended 
move back to Plough Lane.” 

Of course, for many fans of the pre-Abramovich era, 
Kingsmeadow was an annual pre-season destination 
when Blues’ former reserve side played their home 
matches there. A Chelsea first XI has also played a 
friendly against Kingstonian. 

I recall getting the first interview with Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink on the day he made his Blues debut at 
Kingsmeadow. He came off injured and I drifted down 
to the changing room to have a chat with him. 

On another occasion I met up with John Terry as I 
was getting out of my car. He had two vicious-looking 
dogs with him and he had come down to watch his 
mates play - in particular, Jody Morris. 

The stadium, just off the A3, is convenient for 
Stamford Bridge and the Cobham training complex 
and would be a much welcome relief to Chelsea fans 
who have had to trek to Aldershot in recent seasons to 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Euro call for young Whites 


T WO of Fulham's brightest 
prospects may get the 
chance to showcase their 
talent on the international stage 
this month. 

Danish midfielder Lasse Vigen 
Christensen and goalkeeper 
Marcus Bettinelli have been called 
up for Denmark and England 
respectivelty for the European 
Under-21 Championship finals to 
be held in the Czech Republic. 

After a superb first half of 2014- 
15, injuries then hindered 
Christensen's impact and the 2-0 
win over Derby County in February 
proved to be his final appearance 
of the season for the first team. 

But he made his comeback for 
Fulham Under-21 s in their last 
match of the campaign at 
Tottenham and he has been 
deemed fit to travel to the 
tournament, where Denmark are in 
Group A alongside the hosts, 
Germany and Serbia. 



Bettinelli described his inclusion 
in Gareth Southgate's England 
squad as the'icing on the cake'to a 
fine debut season for Fulham. 

The goalkeeper was impressive in 
his first campaign between the 


sticks for the Whites, finishing 
second - behind Ross 
McCormack - in the club's Player of 
the Season vote. 

"I'm delighted,"Bettinelli (left) 
told Fulham's official website after 
being named in Southgate's 23- 
man squad. "It's going to be a good 
experience going out there and 
being involved in an international 
tournament. I'm looking forward to 
it and it was a proud moment 
getting called up. My family are 
very happy for me. 

"It was a really good season for 
me personally with Fulham, it 
couldn't have gone much better. 
This is really the icing on the cake. 
It's the last year I can play for the 
Under-21 sand I'm relishing it." 

Southgate's team play Belarus at 
Barnsley's Oakwell tonight 
(Thursday) ahead of their arrival at 
the championships. There, 

Bettinelli will battle it out with 
Stoke City's Jack Butland and 


Watford's Jonathan Bond for a spot 
between the sticks. 

"They're both very good 
goalkeepers," said Bettinelli. "It's 
going to be tough to get a starting 
spot but it's a good squad where 
everyone is willing to put a shift in 
and play their part. Whatever part 
that is, we're all happy to help out. 
We've got good strength in depth 
in the squad and we're all looking 
forward to going out there and 
trying to bring the trophy back." 

England are in Group B along 
with Italy, Portugal and Sweden 
but Bettinelli is confident the 
Young Lions can go far. 

"I think we can go all the way," he 
said. "We've got such a strong 
squad and such a strong spine and 
we've got a really good feeling. 
We've got real quality and a lot of 
competition for places, which 
keeps people on their toes. We're 
going to go out there and try to 
make the country proud." 


watch the development squad matches. 

As they did last season, Chelsea will have to sell for 
big money in order to finance new deals. Petr Cech’s 
departure is being signposted more evidently as his 
contract expiring date of June 30 looms ever closer. 

The man who replaced him, Thibaut Courtois, said 
in French newspapers this week that having Cech 
around pushed him to greater heights: “It’s tough when 
you have a goalkeeper at such a high level. It pushes 
you to never slacken off. I’m strong in my head and 
both of us are decisive,” Courtois said. 

“If he wants to go, that would be his choice. It’s a 
shame that such a skilled goalkeeper must stay on the 
bench. 

“When I look at his level, I’m happy for the season 
I’ve accomplished.” 

Cech is believed to have had an assurance directly 
from Abramovich that he won’t be prevented from 
joining any of Chelsea’s closest rivals should that be 
his destination of choice. 

Arsenal and Manchester United are in pole position, 
with Liverpool also in contention. 

The sticking point, as with all these dealings, is that 
Chelsea will want as much as they can get for the 
Czech No.l and will ask in excess of £12m from any 
Premier League club in the hope of putting them off. 
Should Cech opt for a continental Europe side, his 
transfer fee will come down to just under £10m. 
Something much more palatable for Chelsea and still 
a considerable sum to add to their transfer kitty. 

Chelsea have no absolute priority signing but are 
actively seeking a replacement for striker Didier 
Drogba. Radamel Falcao is a shoe-in and his goal for 
Colombia against Costa Rica at the weekend will have 
helped convince some of the doubting hierarchy that 
he is not an injury-hit has-been, despite his lack of 
form and goals while on loan from French club 
Monaco to Manchester United last season. 

Agents of strikers 

Falcao’s imminent arrival will have not gone 
unnoticed by the agents of strikers looking for a slice 
of the Abramovich cash and Atletico Madrid's France 
striker Antoine Griezmann looks to have fallen by the 
wayside as a result. 

With so many players away on international duty at 
the weekend it’s not surprising that various players 
have come to the fore as possible arrivals at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Ask one of Chelsea’s Belgium internationals if they 
want Christian Benteke to come and the answer will 
always be yes. Eden Hazard said: “If Christian signs 
with us, I would be the happiest man in the world. 

“I have a great relationship with him and would like 
nothing better than to play with him at Chelsea. 
Christian is 24, he is at an age where he has to make a 
good career choice. 

■ CONTINUED PAGE 27 
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